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nnovation: il \ tle one dring that modem

cars lack. For al l  dteir clevemec\. e\ eD -

drine today i ,  iust .o i imilar. to drive and

looliat. Sur., *e ha-re performing cup

holders and diesel engines that compete

to eke out an extra 2rnpg, butwheret the

excirement? For something todaY to
. ."trp lewFl  ̂f  imnrcr thrt the DS andhave the same level ofimpact that the DS and

Ro80 rnade back in the 1950s and'60s, it would

the world ornot doesnt mattel; they !tere bmve

leaps that made i t  a more excir ing place to he'
'n 

facr. borh car. repre5ent i fnot bl ind zl leys

then at least roads litde travelled. CitroEn still

5\ ear. b\ i t ,  and Rolls Rol ce l icenscd i t .  but no

other manr-rfacrurer has embraced rhe ful i  on

oleo pneumatic suspension expe ence' Moreh

the pity, some woold say, especially alier having

riddenin one. And the NSIJ3 rotary engrne was

simplv wav ahead ofthe available technology,

,rr,lias one so far ittsurmou.ntable problem, that

oI oetrol consumption. Only Mazda st i l l  u 'es

Lhem. and although al l  rhe rel iabi l iq i 'sue' that

blishied the Ro8-0 have been solved - and the

neiessary pa.t fitt"d to most sulvivols - there's

no getting away fiom the design's inlerent thirst

f.,.?rel. Ii has beett made even more marked by

improremens in tonvendonll  engine design'

\"t  non. o[that need bother u' here This

,houlJ be a celebration of t}ese cars veD eri . t-

ence and innovation. The limited use that rnost

classics get maLes fuel economy largely irrele-

uunt orni*ov, ,o *" 
"an 

concentrate on finding

.rot which ofthit eccentric pair offers the best

mir of quirk and sensory Pleasures'
Both of the fearured cari, coincidentally. u ere

builr  in '73. the same year they were compared in

Motol.TheCio.oEn in rhatroad testwa.a DS2J

Palla5 EFI. roo. Back then i t  r ' rast400 cheaPer

than the Ro80. Toda1. r-he NSU i '  the bargrrn'

have to be desig'ned in Holl]'rvood, not'Iirrin, or

be powered by-Improbable Tiouser Drive'

i'hatt whv'both ofthese cars are remembered

so fondlv and still cut a dash and attract the
'u har is i t?'brigade. They were r 'r  ay ahead of

rheir t ime, and-uhether t iel  acrual l l  changed

Apri l2O11 Classic & SPorts Car l l l



:, j'..1 tt ): i-'i i::. '' ,'ta ) \t'i1..:| ) i'j t'.), i-tt l'i',.ti...lt: t-::;t'

,:it 
'

I

lnterior ****ii Styling ****t? THE OWNER
This top-of the-ranqe Pallas cones rvith Paris-

ian boucloir-spec n-ylon cor'cr ing the :r lmost

duvct-soft selt.s. Therc'.s rnasses ofroorr in the

reat, whele thc seats'.rre ifanything evcn softcr
- it is harclto exuactyourscll or er-en'"r'irnt to -

and a flat floor crcates plcntv ofspacc for three

abrcast ln the front 1'ou get big storage bins rn

thc doors, anci another rttached to the bulkhead

whete a centtc consolcv-ould usuall,vbe founcl'

The clr iver is surroundcd by lcvers, u' i th e

long chronccl onc for thc ge.rrshili protmding;

fioir the column along u'ith thc usualstalJ<s, plus

more do$'n bv your lcfi leg for the handbrai<e

rclease and susper-rsion height-control '  t 'hich

t'ou should take care not to coniusc.' 
C)ttrer controls ancl deJightful dctails are scrrt

tered everywher-e. Tire big chrornecl cloorlundle
u,i th i ts oerfect lv ereonomic thumb button

rclease iiloveit', ris ari the large interior lights

thet toD each B-pi l lar, rnd the ccntre'rrmrest
th,rtsliiles bcnveCn the liont selts.

Only the drsh is a let-dorvn. tr{att bl:rckmight
l r r r .  L i en  r l l  t he r : : ce in  r c l o -U . .hu r r r  l uok . . u

d - rL ,  c . r r  t ' r r ed  r ' ,  r hc  l r r r i r r c t l  r r r e t  r l  L r ru ' l - cJ

aluminium lnd drin rinrned steering rvhccls of

eallier DSs.'l'irey rvcre so much rnore 'Clitroen'

It is hard to conve-viust how radicrl a design dle

DS rvas in 1955. Vru rc:r l l -v nced to considcr i t

. r l ons . i dc  r c  S ' , r l J . r r d  \ i l g r r ' a '  l  l l l  an ' l  \  [ ' ' r r i '

l . i ' . , 1 , , o r , ' r h ; r  r ^ e r  l r u r r , ' r . , 1  r r  d r e ' I n (  r r r '

to get some idea. I tr l ls an electr ic l ight art lottg

candlcs. Yet itmilaculously man:rged not to scare

the natir.es, and carbuvcrs can be quite conscrl'-

ativc fblk. This is also one offov clrs - the tr{ini

also splings to mincl that fincls equal .rppcal tr

nale and fenralc eves.
All of thtt heips to explain rvhy it lcnarnccl

l ; r c e l l r r , . h i r r A e d , l u r i r g  t l ' e , l u  r e  r r '  t l r r t  l h '

L . r r : u ' r .  o  r . a l c , . r nJ ' r i l l , h , I n l  l ' ' " k  L ; r ,  J  i r r  l ' / - ' '

Thc onll sig'nificant altcration, *'hich to rny eves

at leest m'ide thc Ciflo€n evcD more attrlcflve,

\\'as the 1967 adoption of a siceker frontcnclwith

coveled headlarnPs.
Notc thet there lre no tluartcrlights to spoil

the,"isu.rl flov ofthe glass, .ind the cluone rcar

indicator trurnpets n:ry have been used to tidv

the l ine ftonr roofto rearpi l lar, butstand asstyl-

inu icons on their orvn. 
'l'he 

unnanrrall,v far back

u .s i t i n r r  u  t  h .  r e  r -  r r  l , ee  . , ' Jd '  r  t i r r ' l ,  l c l i  t nu ,  h

u f  h r l r n re .  Pc lh t l ^  t he ' , r r ' .  r ; l r d  c - i r i c i ' n  r '  u '

. '  J i c l r '  . 1 , ' l ' - . i dedn . * .  r  l r u '  r 8 \  r r u t  on  r  he  P ' r l l r  "

"  
h ' ,  l r  h i d .  .  i '  

" ' r l  
' . l r r . r r L r . , ' r o r ' i J e r - i r r r '

Luscious d!ofhandle: armrest folds giving room for three
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Rob Cooper

What inspiredyou to buy a DS? l ivedinFrance
for a yeat, in 1964. and thoLrght they were

n a .  " , o . -  l e l e  
" o  

^ o  o r  n / ^ ' d d  g

1970. After my pafents died L had some spare

cash and decided i t  was t ime to own one

How did you come bY it? l  "  ,v" "ar
ago. After looking at 10, a fr iend in the

Dordogne came !p with this one t hdd reaLLy

Low mileage and had been owned by a plg

farmer. I  f lew over and dfove i t  back onLy to

break down in the EurotLLnneLqueue.

' l Ls  
J red  [ o r  r 311 i s ' , 3  l c l  v \ r o l l i ng

Not much pleasure motortng, l lut

it's always a pLeasure to dfive'

Have you had to do much to i t? I  had the door

bottoms dofe. l t '5 had two wdte. PUmps an' l  a

steering rack. That was expensive So are the

tyres. They are a Lrnique size and E200 a pop

How nuch use do you get out of it? fy'ostly fof

club raLl ies and weddings. Not much pleasLLfe

motofi fg, but i t  is always a pLeasure to dnve.

Any memorable moments? "_"g' 
oPr i

for the cdr's 50th anniversary in 2005 There

were more than 1400 DSs an amazing sight.

Signature 'chip comet' indicator and t'r fning inner lamPs
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lnterior ****ii Styling *****

There! nodring wrong u'ith the Ro80! interior,
r t  j . r ' r  I n " k '  r a rhe r  b l . r cL .  h l r l J  . , n ,1  Ce r r r , n i c
alongside the DS. Onlya white heacllining offers
ani,- relieffrom the blackness, so itt just as *'ell
that the large u,indo*.s throw so much lig;ht into
dre cabin. The shiny, thin rirnmed drree-spoke
*heelis nice to holcl, and thc paclcled vinyl dash-
board has a heary grain not unlike elephanthidc,
but that'.s about as exciting as things get. I must
praise rhe ventilation systen, though, $fiich is
about as effrcientas in any car I've drivcn, ofany
age, drat's got a roofon.-The 

clolh coverecl serts rnore black l 'm
d i r J i d  J r .  \ e D  c o m f o " t c h l , . u i t h  p r o t r r i t ' , n t
side bolstcrs in their backs drat hold you snugly
in pl,-rc. u lren cor-ne-ing. Th.re '  Ie.. lcBr'  u 'm ir l
the rcar than in tle Citrodn, but stiJl more than
cnough to :rvoid complaint lrom even thtee
I  ' 2 . \ r | l ge r \ .  !  } J r  i .  l r ,  I r r !  i - . l nV r thc rc  t o  t t ou

r-hirrg' iprrr tr . ,nr rJre glo, ibor :r. l  .rnal l  pock
ets on the scetbacls: no doorbins, nounder dash
shclf..\rd it v-as cluite a surprise, as in drc DS, to
find drrt in such a high-tech execLrtivc rnachine
vou have to rvind vout own windorvs. You can
ibrgive this to some extent because the mecha
rism likc cverything else fcels so *'ell rnadc.

It! notas rcvolutionary as the DS, butthc Ro80
still stood apert lion the ranla of Rover P6s and
X{ercs rhat it competed :rgainst. The lowbonnet
l ine al lorvetl  b) thc rotery enginc is largel"v
responsible, yct desigler CJaus Luthe mnnagcd
to combine drat widr r high bootwithoutrnaking
the bodylookrvedge shapecl, even though itis.

'l'he 
masterful r.rse of anodised alumruturrt

brightu-ork around the uindous does wonders
ro  d i . su r \ e  Lhe 'u f t r r i . r ng l r  t a l ' . c r c ,  n ,  r '  h i , . h  h  r .
' r o r r ch , , , f r eced ing  l r a i r ' i ne  i n  r h .  

" a1  
i r  l ou .

into the roof. The bizzarcly shaped (for '67)

headlarnps also key in *'ith a cohesive profile that
hasstood the testoftime superbly. Even lith the
car's slighdyhigh stance, you don't sec r 4:l-yelr
o l d  d . . r g r r ;  i r  cou ld  1 , . I  a , i r hJ t  r s . .  l r  

" uL r l d  
l ook

l  o u n g . i  ' . i l l  i l l o u  r u o l  a u ; r  r i  r  r e l l t a l e . r a l k -
rnornted stainless-steel door mirrors, but that
u-ould be a crime because they loc,k so good

L)ther detai ls are more subtle, but no less
irnportant, such as theslir ine doorhandles u ith
rcccssed buttons, a llush-1lt fuel illler door antl
bcauti lul ly srrrooth bumpcrs. The optional
Fuchs alJoys, norv r,orn by nearll, irll suwiving
Ro80s, filIdre arches bctter than nost designs of
the era ancl llnish off the picnrre pcrfecdlr

HEi'YJ"t''^pn,aniffiE
What inspired you to buy a Ro80?The usual
thing: 1 went in one at schoot and thought
that i t  was fantastic.That was a snowy day
.  e a s r  \ a . t  " r d e \ e r y ' '  

g e l s " w d . - l u c t .
The RoB0 just kept going.

Howdidyoucome byit? twas hard to f ind
a  r "d  t y  gooo  onE :  oo l  ed 'o ,  lwo  o  rh  p -

years. Then, through the NSU Ownefs' CLLrb,
Italked to special ist Phi lBlake, who
happened to have this one for sdle.

'The Ro80 is so happy to drive at
any  speed .  Ln l i ^  e  mos t  ca rs  l hd t
have sweet spots in their range'

Have you had to do much to i t? No. l t  had a bit
of rot around the sLtnroof, butthatwasdone as
part of the pf ice. In the two years sLnce Lt nds
needed just a water pump, a bu lb and a fuse

How much use do you get out of it? Not mL.rch
I drive Lit t le and have too many cars. What I  do
love is that i t  is so happy to drive at any speed
unlike most cars that have sweet spots.

Any memorable moments? I was jLlst pleased
t o n a v p o n e a l  r a -  . '  o r , 8 h  d i d ' I l t " d r v :  g

it  atf i fst. l t  wasn't  good in a Streathamiam

Elegantdetai ls ,wi throundNSU looksbasic ins ide,but  isspacious and superblymade mirror and radical liSht cluster
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ULTIMATE SHOWDOWN CITROEN D5

Engine
Once lou ve qotyour head around rhe Citro€ni
other" oddline's, finding itto be powei"ed notby
imoulse drive but a four-cvlinder overhead-valve
lump can only come as a disappointrnent lt's liLe
ra kirg r-he back offyour ne\\ computer only [o be
sree;d bv glo*ing ualves...  and a lor of f luf l
"Ha .  

i ng  an  i l l o y  c i o t . f l o r  cy l i nde r  head  and
Bosch electronic injection is aboutas high-tech
as it gets, and the latter item was a rurity only
introduced for a few topJine models ftom 1969.

Not that you can see much of the engine a
matter made much worse by Citrodn's effors to
accommodate the injection. The 'four' is tucked
r i sh t  a r  r he  backo f t he  eng ine  compar tmen t
bei ind rhe Eearbox. hidden inder inrake trunk
ine and anv amount ofpipes and hoses. [ t look
,. l f i , ,uould b. 

" 
nightmare to *ork on. Onll

the distributor cap is remotely accessible.
Theret no joy in listening to it either. As

I suppose befits a lr-r:,.'uq saloon. you can barely
heai t-he engine at al l  thanks to plenrl  ofsourd
deadening and a well-silenced exhaust. That
does a good job ofdisguisingthe engine's inher-
ent lack ofsmootlness. Even at sireed it remarns
whisper quiet and is ar hard to herr coming as
the most erpensive ofmodern executive cars.

***** Drivetrain *****

The knowledge
WhEt to pay
Top DSs are startingto look expensive. A
superb D523 Pallas recently sold at auction
for821,000, and dedlers are asking north of
E30k fo. mint restofed ones.Yet you can still
pick up presentable carsfor around €12,000,
especially ifyou don't setyourheart on an
injected Pallas. Something usable with'patina'
can be had forE6-7k, or poverty-spec IDsfor
two-thirds as much, afld projects are c€2500.

Whatto look for
.- Rust anlnvhere underneath, but particularly
around the rear suspension mounts
a Rearwings come offwith one boltto get at
thewheels,and a confident sellerwil ldo this
on'requestso you can inspectthe inner arches
. Check, as bestyou can,the railto whichthe
glassfibre foof is bolted (orglued on later
cars)because any rot here is tricky to r epail
. Check the hydraulic l luid in the feservoir is
clean, and time ho\ / quickly the suspension
rises from cold:30 secs is about right
.lfthere is a constant t ickingfrom underthe
bonnet,feelthe hydraulic pumP. Wafm is fight,
too hotto handie means it needs replacing

What to r€ad
. CitrcEn DS:The Complete Storg
Jon Pressnell. Citrodn DS Malcolm Bobbitt
. originol Citrodn DS lohn Reynolds

Theclub
a www.citr oencor club.o rg.!k

THE EXPERT'S VIEW
AndrewBrodie

"The DS is designed to be what you need
.ather than what marketing people thought
they could sel lyo!; 'says Citrodn Suru Brodie.
"The r ide surpasses anything made atth€ t ime,
and most things made today. l ts dynamics are
a pleasureithe whole car is set up so t ightly
ano is so f luid to d' ive. Just oewal e of ru5!:

A five-speed columa shift sounds like a recipe for
disaster and, with left-hand-drive to contend
with, too, it does rather prey on my mind as
I jump in for a drive. In fact, it is easy to adapt to,
widr i normal shift pattern turned sideways that
feels completely logical and is heavily :prurg in
rhe thirdlro-fJurri gear plane. It! a long ind
sturdy wand, and not light in operation. You also
hear a choms of linlages clacting and clattering
as vou shift from one ratio to the next, but that
or y adds to the car's character, standing out
because theret so little other noise to disturb
vou. There! cenainl! none fiom tlre rransmjs-
sion, because the 'boi is mouated out ahead of
the engine, driving the {ront wheels.

The clutch is more of a oroblem. at least at
first. It has an up-and-down rather than an
in-and-out motion, which, combined with an
indistinct biting point, causes the embarass-
mentofa couple ofstalled taLe-offs beforel get
used to it. The four-speed semi-auto is probably
more jn keeoing with the u hole DS experience,
but ifpushed I"would 't i l l  prefer the fi i  e-speed
because the ratios are superblymatched to the
enginet output. and that overdrire top gear i:
great for rela-'.ed and economical cruising.

LHM fluid ros€ryoh one ofthe sph€.es its PumPed into
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S€fety padd.d whe€l from 1959; five-sP€ed .otumn shift



NSU Ro80
The knowledge
Wh6t to p.Y
lfE rumoured there are only about 25 Ro80s
sti i lup and runningin the lJK, sothey dont
come up for sale that often.Try contacting
Phil Biake - diphiimanns@btinternet com

Whenthefdo, prices afe still refreshingly
affordabLe: E5-7000 should buy a good

one with rebutit engine and the right history'
ofvou can paylessandspend more latet
Proiects can be found tor as l ift le as E500'
b,risoi t ing one wil lbe a real labour oF love

Whatto look for
a Most oanels are hard to come by so dont
rnderestimate the difficulty offixing a shed
.sit ls arevulnerable, and avoid any Ro80 with

rot in the longitud in at chassis box sectlons
. checkfor bubbies or poor repairs afound

the steelsunroof - it 's a common rot sPot
. Beware of an engine that has beenwarmed
before vou qet lo it. How wellthese cars 5tarl

from cold i ia good indicator of theif c-ondition
. A qood vendorwillshow you the bii l torwhen
the Jneine was rebuilt, and who by some now

have M-azda motors.This isnt a bad thing

Whrt to re.d
. NSU: Ihe Complete Storu MickWalker
. NSU R}SO 7967'77 Rood Test Limited
EditionllM Clarke ' NS U- Automobilei
1905-1977Peter Schneider

The club
a wwwnSuoc co,uk

However unul isingl l  erot ic rt  might sound' dte

rotarv Wankel It no'iooker This it nol Lhe son of

"nei;. 
*tnr e",t polithed upand mounted urder

nti ," to, 
"oi.  

t .aai 'h coffee rable Basical ly a

?-* .f'rp" *ith tit" srichng c'ut' ir looks as if iL

ousht to Lave some obscure industrial a,pplica-

tio'n , m 
" 
yb. inuol"in g th e m an tr facrure of ch eese

. l i ; ; ; .  d " ,  i n  sp i t e -o f  a l l r ha r .  and  be ing  t he

"ngin" 
*ur aid;t .hrnge rhe world'  r-h i '  i " t i l l  a

faicinatins piece of kir '  {nd wirh i t  being :o

.mall  and iora -mounted. 1ou can appreciate tts

benefits for a car! hardling and or era ll lighme's'

Access is bri t l iant. roo. because the engrne bay

,oo"u* hrl f"-pq. aespite rhe low bonnet l ine'
'  

Under.tandably. i t  tounds l ike norhmg else'

though in a nice way. There '  a lotol thrum to tu

noi"l*h;"h q"i.klibecomes an eager p rrr when

io r  r dd  ro - "  t h ro t t l e  and  t l l ' e s -on  a  f a i n t
' tu.t in.-t i t  

.  rvf i , ,- t" *der hard accelerat ion l t ' :

not ino'usive, but unl ike Lhe CitroFn this t :  a car

thatyou do hear coming- 
l i*. t t"A before i t  ias properly developed'

this bralte le"p offaith caused dre downfall ofdre

noAO utta NSU, U"t -ost ofthese engines have

been rebui l t  by special i ' rs wi- lh mode,rn rnatert-

. l ' .  ,o 1ou no iong.t har e to be scared o[them'

***** Drivetrain
The Ro80's advanced semi-automatic gearbox

tales some gercing used to. Not in irs operlnon'

" 
tr i . t i  ; t  . t f"" ota""tfr l l l  smooth cnd u e)l  engi-

neered, bur in reprogramming l  our head to get

the best out of i t .  You change gear lutt  as 1ou
*orrid *i,h u ttot-ul car, but there's no clutch

oedal to push, and that makes you want to treat 1t

iik" 
" 

fuli 
"oto*^ti" 

*d leave the gearstick alone

once You get llnder way.
In iact, it has a torqoe converter and you treat

;,  iu. i i i l l  ,n ,u,oto pul lau ay: loor on r lre brr l 'e '

, l . i i r-  n"t- r '^ i th a long th,ro* thats fair l l

rwicalof a oOs.aloon andoffyougo Then to

"'ti-s" 
up vou jutt lift olTthe rhrotrle a lirde and

.iot i i in- ' ,h. n"*trat io {rt  unnoticed elecric

," i t .- f ,  ;n aft" g"r. tnob operate) Lhe Fichrel &

Sacbs  c l u t ch  v i a  a  vacuum and  (o  I l  goes

iho"*tt 
"oa 

for long: there are only three

"peeJ' l  "hi.h 
is a l i rr l i  di 'appoindng' an' l  you

-f.1"" 
io tft; * l'tt"r, - 

"rtra 
ra tio 

"ou 
ld h I ve a ided

lou -down  pe r fo rmrnce  no l  t ha t  t l l e res  any

tror,rble keeping t ie engine on the boi l '-  
You do g., i :ed to-r ie tran'mission after a

"f i l .  
-ai U"" that I  could er en grow to l ike

if  in dme, ir  al l  feels so u el l  made and pleasant to

or.. fi U""o-". 
"aai"tive 

once you get the loack'

***JkltEngine

THE EXPERT'SVIEW
PhilBlake

"The NSU's smoothness is virtLlal ly unrivatled;

I l ove  I he  D5 .  D . t  i l s  d the 'ag r i cJ l t u ra le rg i ' l e

lets i tdown.An RoSowith a good englne Ls

easyto keep that way, and l 'm not sl lggestlng

theyte treated gently- One dfiven on tast '  l0ng

iournevs wiLl last well ,  i f  al lowed t0 warm up
'f irst.Two 

stroke oi l in the fuelaids lubrication: '

three_5Peed semi-automatic

Apr i l2011 Classic&SPorts Car 115
lnboardfront discs on both Simple thre€-sPoke wheebca.s: unit sports Wankelt name



ULTIMATE SHOWDOWN CITROEN D5

Performance ***** Handling
I'rn afiaid that the Citrodn's engine continues to
disappoint here. Power from this top-of-the-
ratree DS2 I ie ranks only as sufficient for what is
aftei all a hearry car. It's certainly no more than
that, and I imagine that one of the lower-
powered versions say anything less than a
DS2l - might be quite underwhelming

On paper i t i  the faster car. or at 1ea"t in top
.peed  i nd  t he  O-o0mph  sp r i n t .  bu t  a t  no  r ime
does i t  ever feelquickerthan r-he Ro80. Buried in
tfi t'73 Motrr testis a revealing figure to explain
that notion. From 30-50mph in top takes the
Citrodn 12.1 secs, whereas the shorter-geared
NSU gets there in just9.7 secs.

ThJre's a nice torquey feel to the engine, and
cruising at even high speeds is a relaxed and
pleasant experience: the DS just doesnt want to
be hurriedlnto doing anlthing. And there is a
srnall dowlside to travelling fast, as the Citro6n
reveals its age with the amount ofwind noise
generated around the A pillars.- 

On the plus side, the brakes are superb. The
button pedal shocks you once, but you quickly
come around to its way of thinkiirg. Indeed, it is
quite reassurinq to be rewarded with that much
stopping po-eifor so litde effort.

If this section was being judged solely on ride
comfort, the DS would walk it - or waft it, which
is a far more appropriate term to use for dre way
that the Citrodn floats along, seerningly uncon
nected with the road. It is truly udike any other
rnode oftransport, and years ofdrivingand even
owning Citrodns has done nothing to diminish
my admiration. It is the perfect car for travelling
long distances over irnperfect roads.

Blut corners are another matter. That! where
you find that the D S is not all that easy or natural
to drive. It's hard to be as smooth as you'd like, so
tiere's learninE to do. This is not a carvou drow
around, becaGe that only brings rebeilion fiom
the suspension. Sharp use ofthe brake or throttle
pedal sits the car pitihing, and you'll corner like
a 'mall  dinghy rn a rough.ea. Try to carr l  too
much  soeed  i n to  a  bend  and  t he  pavback  i s  an
early o,is.t ofgre squeal combinel with a large
dose ofplough on rurdenteet

Think progressive, however, be delicate on
dre controls and the DS rewards you with good
balance and grip, and almost neutral handling.
It's a trick worth getting right, but you'll know
when you've cracked it because your passengers
will be srniling, too, radrer than looking queasy.

SPECIFICATIONS
sold/number bui l t  1955' 7 5 1IA55.7 46
Construction steel monocoque with GRP roof
and aluminium bonnet Engine iron block, alLoy-
head ohv 2347cc'f  ourl  twin-choke Weber or
Bosch inject ion; 124/141bhp 6 5500rpm;
138/1481b ft  @ 4000rpm Transmission four-
speed sen'r i-autof ouf or f  ive-speed manuaL/
three-speed fulI  auto, driving f ront wheels
Susponsion independent, atfront by leading
arms rear trai l ing arms; hydropneumatic units,
anti-rolL bar f /r  Steering powered rack and
pinion Brakes powered inboaad discs f, drums r
Wheels 6 tyres 5 of 5%in steels,185x380s
Length 15ft 11%in (4860mm)Width 5ft 11in
Height 4' l  l0rr (I4,/ lmrr)Wheelbase l0f.
3in (3124mm) Weight 2960lb (1344kg)
0-50mph 10.4 secs Top sPeed 119rnph
Mpg 23 Price new f2545 (1973)

EVOLUTION
1955 DS19 is launched at the Paris Salon. ^
massive 80,000 orders are taken at the show
1957 De-specced lD19 added, ini t ial ly with
orthodox bfakes, steering and clutch
1958 Estate introduced:'Break' in France, but
wisely fenamed Safari for the t lK f irarket
1961 Cabriolet (or D6capotable) goes on sale
1965 Two new engines: 90bhp 1985cc for the
D519, 109bhp 2175cc for the D521
1959 D521 gel.,  injecrion optior hdl l iFts
power  t o  l f gbho .The  r i  l i on lS  DS  s  bu i  1 .
1972 Range-topping D523 introduced
1975 Last ofthe l ine a metal l ic-blue D523
Pallas - leaves the Quaide lavelfactory on
the banks oftheSeine on 24Apri l

* * * * *  l

laeger instrum€ntr shapo hardly changed over 20 years

116 Classic&SportsCar Apr i l2011

DS l€ans but r€ponds best ifyou'r. g€ntle; ride is sublime i



NSU RoB0

Performance ***** Handling *****

The rotary engine feels a tad sluggrsh at low revs,
just offidle, but it comes alive as soonas the rers
pick up, with the urge growing erponentially to
rate ofspin. Acceleration is dulled by the gear-
change - or more accurately by inexpert use of
the gearchange and the lacL of ratios on offer,
but this always feels much the livelier car

As with almost everything about the Ro80,
there's a wonderful smoothness to its power
delivery. It not only looks as if it could be a
modern car, it drives like one, too. Try one and
you soon see the point ofthese cars, and ulder-
stand why they were heaped with accolades at
the launch and feel the pain of all those who
suffered fromwomrotortips, which is justabout
everyone who owned an Ro80 in the early days.

As it is, without imminent breakdown to
uo r r yabou l .  t h i \  i . aca rd ra r  l ouacce )e ra te  i u . t
for the hell ofit, to feel and hear the weird way in
which it gains speed. Itt alrnost like something
turbocharged, but on the other hand different
much more linear and refined.

Disc brakes all round give you plentyofstop-
ping power, and the big pedal - which is probably
ju.t  a whisker too clore ro Lhe accelerJtor - i '
reassuring in travel and feel.

Alongside the Citrodn, tlre NSIJ is much more
sporring. but that doesni mean hearl steering
and  a  bum numb ing  r i de .  Qu i t e  rhe  oppo . i t e .
The ride is uncannily good, with long-travel
springs that soaL up irregularities. Plus the
absence ofroad and wind noise is remarkable in
a car dris old; it would bringpraise in some*ring
laulched tomorrow.

Which makes it all the more surprisingwhen
you discover the Ro80\ remarkable cornering
ab i l i t i es .  l r  i .  b1  f a r  t he  ea . i c r  o f  Lh i .  pa i r  r u
thread through a series of bends, and does so
with some degree ofenthusiasm and a lovely,
assuredbalance. Thepower steeringis fluid and
not too light, plus its weight is completely uraf-
fected by any loading as you get into a tighter
corner. There's no g're squeal or other fuss, even
a t  a  q  u i t e  emberan t  pace .  The  hand l i ng  i s  . o

neutr;l that you cant iell which end is doing the
driving. And that was quite an achievement for
antthing {ront-wheel drive in the I 960s

Theri is a fair arnount ofbody roll as you can
see but however dramatic things look froln dre
oqtside, it doesn't feel that way fiom the driver's
seat. Theret an air ofcalm capability about the
car that makes you trust it implicidy.

SPECIFICATIONS
Sold/number bui l t  1967 - '  77 137,244
Construction steel monocoque
Engine iron and al loy twin rotor, swept volume
2x497.5cc, two Solex 1B/32 twin choke cafbs;
115bhp 6 5500rpm; 1181b ft  @ 4500rprn
Transmission three_speed semi-automatic,
driving f ront wheeLs Suspension independent,
d r  f r on t  by  VdcP \e  _so  l  s l  - l s . a1 l i r o l l ba
rear trai l ing aams and struts
Steering powef-assisted rack and pinion
Brakes discs, inboard at f  ront, with seryo
Wheels & tyres 5x14in al loys,175x14s
Length 15ft 1Oin (4826mm)
Width 5ft 9in (1753mm) Height 4ft TYzin
(1410mm) Wheelbase 9fr (27 43nn)
Weight 26751b (1213k9)
0-50mph 12 secs Top sPeed 112mPh
Mpg 19 Price newE2949 (1973)

EVOLUTION
1967 NSU launches the Ro80 at the Frankfurt
N4otor Show in the aLt!mn to much acclaim.
Series production starts in October
1958 Ro80 is European CarofTheYear. Sadly,
at aro!nd the same t ime problems start to
come to l ight about weaf in the roto-t ip seats
1959 Beset by crippl ingwarranty claimsfo.
new engines, NSIJ merges with Audi
1973 Higher-backed front seats with
headrests and velour !pholstery are f i t tec
(with leather as a farely specif ied option)
1976 Rear end revised with Larger tai l- l ights
and a brushed-alumini!m fear panel
1977 Ro80 bui ld dnd the Neckarsulmer
Str icken Union badge - ends in Apri lClearVDo gsugesi Ro80 was runaway'58 Car ofThe Year NStl has sharper handling,yet rides almost as well as DS
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LTIMATE SHOWDOWN CITROEN DS vs NSU Ro80

The verdict
[he Ro80 has alwap intr igued me lt  was a car

Lhat vou noticed on lhe:treet. but I  greu up at

a ume when their Wankel engines were being

denounced as witchcraft and replaced by- dear

God, it hurs to recall - abominable V4s from

Ford Tiansis. llowever cheap they became, you
justwouldn'tbuyone, for the stigma attached to

either ensine. Thet rusted quite well .  too.
Then a'eain, 

"o 
did the D5. anotier car that

stood out-and fuelled schoolboy fantasies. The

complexiw and potential cost of a suspension

wrt"- th"i'r h^td to .omprehend has put me off

owning one so far, along with prices that are
quite r ighdv above average for claesic saloons.

and con-tin ui to ri.e. This ierr ha' only sn-ength-

ened my resolve to own a DS one day, drough it

would have to be a 21 or 23 Driving one is too

sDecial an experience for any car enthusiast to go

through life without ticking that particular box

on the"ir'to do' list. There'si retirement dream:

f lort ing along les,-trar el led counrq roads to a

,mall  pi lc rn Provence for a long hol iday
BuiifI mav ierk vour attention back to the

present day fo, a mo*ent, there's still the small

matter ofdeciding which one I prefer fiom this

oair oftruly inspired saloons that dared to be

i;fferent. And that is the Ro80. Even the bland-

ness ofthe interiorwasn't enoughto putme off'

This was the one that I kept feeling drawn to,

and wantinq another few miles in. The way that

it drjves is biwitching, and I loow that if I owned

one, a 3000-mile claisic insurance policywould

be no good to me.Itwould be hard to use such

a car s; infrequendy. \@t

SWAP SHOP
Ovrners exchange keYS

Ro80 OWNER CHAPMAN ONTHE DS
"lt  feels l ike the soLrl of France, real ly sPecial.

I  l ike the visibi l i ty and high seating posit ion'

dnd rne r dp i5 so'a' l ldst i .  l  I  ave Cddr' la'  -

and this is m!ch betterThe engine sounds old'

but in a nice way.Very French: 'This is what you

getiwith a shfug. Pedormance doesn'tc0me

easily, but i t  wi l l  do i t .  There's nothing spoft ing

aboui the car, and i t 's al l the better fof that: '

DSOWNER COOPER 0NTHE Ro80
"lt !  easyto drive and very snrooth, a real

Dleasure. l t  doesnt have any vices apart from

ihe eearbox, which takes a bit  ofgett ing used

to . l ; on t l i ke thes tee . i ngwhee l .  t f ee l s l i ke i t

is, plast ic and insubstantial.  My bigfoot kept

caichingboth pedals, too. Buttheride is lovety'

the car handles beauti ful ly, i t  holds the road

well  and would be nice on a longiourney:

The alternatives

ROVER P6 35OOS
sold/no built 1971r76/19,896
0-60mph 8.1 secs Top speed 122mph Mpg 23
Price newE2207 Price now E600-86500
This is as fadicalan executive saloon as Britain
had to offer lt has an excellent . ide, i5 quickef
than this pair, but is nothing l ike as roomy'

PRTNCESS 1800/2200
Sold/no built 1975 '8I1I48'2IA

0-6omph | 1.5 secs ToP speed l05no- Mpg )7
Price new E2237 Price now E100-E1500
Worth a mention for its Hydragas suspension
ar d vasl,lou 'ge-,i(e ' doin. \ot ac bad lo dr'vp
as you think, and even the best survivors are
really cheap.lust watch outfor rampant rust'
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