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Citroën is a French auto maker that began producing cars in 1919 
and continues to do so today.  Some of its more famous models 
include the Traction Avant, the Deux Chevaux (2CV), the ID/DS, SM, 
GS and the CX.  Citroën Autoclub Canada has been promoting Citroën 
ownership since 1983.  Our roots go back the early 1970’s, when 
Citroën last sold cars here.  Now with more than 100 members and 
over 1000 CITROËNVIE subscribers, we work to keep our cars on the 
road and promote them to folks in our community that have fond 
memories of them or are mesmerized seeing one for the first time.  

About Citroën Autoclub Canada

Cover:   1953 Traction Avant 11B - near Orono, ON
                                                                                                    Photo by George Dyke               
  

 
  

Upcoming Local Citroën Autoclub Canada 
Events:
  
Regular monthly meetings are held at 7 pm on the second 
Wednesday of every month.  From October through April our
location is indoors at the Granite Brewery on Mt. Pleasant.   
May to September meetings are held outdoors at the Grenadier 
Restaurant in High Park.

July 13 ‘11  -  7 pm - Monthly Club meeting (outdoor location) 
           at the Grenadier Restaurant parking lot 
                     within High Park, Toronto.

July 14 ‘11 - 7 pm  -  Bastille Day Celebration - at Crêpes-à-gogo, 
           18 Yorkville Ave. (just east of Yonge St.)

July 16 ‘11 –  9 am - CAC Summer Cruise & Car Show -  to Niagara
                               Falls, ON. - (RSVP with George Dyke.)

Aug. 10 ‘11 - 7 pm - Monthly Club meeting (outdoor location)
                               at the Grenadier Restaurant parking lot
                               within High Park, Toronto.

Aug. 12-14, ‘11   -   Ottawa Citroen Club - Annual Meeting.  Perth,
                              ON    http://www.ottawacitroenclub.ca/

Aug. 20 ‘11 - 1 pm - CAC Summer BBQ & - Pool Party  - 
                              (RSVP with Ken & Frances McGuinness)

Sept. 14 ’11 - 7 pm - Monthly Club meeting (outdoor location)
                               at the Grenadier Restaurant parking lot
                               within High Park, Toronto.

Sept 24 ‘11 - 9:30 am - CAC Fall Outing - Day trip to Warkworth
                               & Lake Scugog area. - (RSVP with George
           Dyke.)  Note that Sept. 25th is rain day.

International Citroën Club Events:

June 16 - 19 ‘11   -  35th Citroën Rendezvous - Saratoga Springs, NY.
         (Organized by the DriveSheSaid group - 
         www.driveshesaid.com)

June 19 ‘11     -      Italian-French Car Show - Waterfront Park, North
        Vancouver, BC. Contact John MacGregor at: 
        johnnymac4bc@telus.net or call: 778.231.7616.

July 26 - 31 ‘11  - 19th International Meeting of 2CV Friends in Salbris, 
       France.  This will be the biggest event ever, since it 
       is in central France and easy to reach for most 
       participants. 5,000  2CV’s expected!!   
       www.2cvfrance2011.fr

Nov 4 - 6 ‘11    -   Le salon Epoqu’Auto.  Lyon, France.   
                           http://www.epoquauto.com/ 

June (day TBD) ‘12  -  Le Mans Classic 2012 - Le Mans, France

July 18-22, ‘12  -  Finnish 2CV Guild - International 50th Anniversary 
      Meeting.  (Location TBD)

Aug 9 - 12 ‘12   -  15th ICCCR  -  Yorkshire Event Centre, Railway Road, 
      Harrogate  HG2 8QZ    http://www.icccr2012.org.uk
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Message from the CAC Prez

George Dyke

Welcome to a new era for CITROËNVIE and 
Citroën Autoclub Canada.  At our planning meet-
ing last year for 2011, we decided that we would 
transition to the name CITROËNVIE to brand 
our organization and better identify ourselves 
as Citroën lifestyle aficionados.  You may have 
noticed this initiative in our 2011 Calendar which 
had CITROËNVIE boldly stated on the cover.  This 
was the precursor to our CITROËNVIE promotions 
that are being rolled out this year. 

It has become increasingly evident that we are a 
recognized part of the global patchwork of Citroën 
clubs and organizations.  And CITROËNVIE with 

the “joie-de-vivre” implication in its name has become far more recognized 
and indicative of what we are all about.  

Those attending Rendezvous at Saratoga Springs NY, this year will see a 
visible presence of CITROËNVIE.  We see far more people from the US than 
we do from Canada.   It will be our first international outing highlighting the 
CITROËNVIE name.  This makes sense since our readership is much greater 
in the US than in Canada.  While we certainly don’t want to abandon our 
Canadian roots, we felt it important to embrace CITROËNVIE and be recog-
nized for our efforts under the CITROENVIE logo rather than merely being 
seen and referred to as “the Canadian Club”.   Our focus is and will remain 
on how we preserve our cars to enjoy them in North America. 

We have designed a new CITROËNVIE sign that features many classic 
Citroën models.  It will be used for public awareness at all our events.   Our 
vendor table at Rendezvous is also identified with a 10 foot CITROËNVIE 
banner.   And we have created a beautiful series of high quality T-shirts and 
golf shirts that bear the CITROËNVIE name.  We offer an attractive variety of 
colours and on many of them you can choose a stylized artistic representa-
tion of the Traction Avant, DS, 2CV or the SM.  

We constantly encounter folks that have fond memories of classic Citroëns or 
are mesmerized by seeing one for the first time.  However it’s tough trying 
to answer people’s questions at traffic lights or trying to chat with someone 
hanging out of a car driving along side you.  We feel that there is a safer and 
better way to explain their wonderful capabilities and let people better ap-
preciate these most intriguing vehicles.  That is why we have produced over 
1000 information cards for CITROËNVIE.  We make them available to Club 
members to keep in their cars and hand out to interested parties.   

We haven’t abandoned our double chevrons CAC logo that symbolizes a styl-
ized Canadian flag.  You will still see it, but not as pronounced as CITROËN-
VIE.  For those that would still like to display our CAC logo “flag”, we offer 
window stickers free of charge for anyone to affix to them to their Citroën.   

We have also made enhancements to our CITROËNVIE web presence by cre-
ating a news blog and feedback forum.   Check it out here:  
http://citroenvie.wordpress.com/

We’ve made it elegant and easy to navigate.  It’s a great resource for the 
latest in Citroën news.   And it’s a complement to our CITROËNVIE web site 
as well as our extensive CAC website: http://www.citroenautoclub.ca

I’m particularly proud of our photo gallery on the CAC website.  It has argu-
ably the most beautiful collection of Citroën images available online.  Our 
links section is equally rich, featuring headings such as: Model, News & Cool 
Stuff, Resources and Restorations.  You can spend hours surfing our links 
and reading everything you wanted to know about Citroëns.  This has been 
an extensive project, and I hope you will agree that the results have been 
well worth the effort.  Vive la CITROËNVIE!

The article we featured in our last issue about 2CV coils sparked a lot of in-
terest.  CAC member Simon Walker who has a 2CV in England that he drives 
when he goes back to visit, wrote me to say that bad coils have been a prob-
lem for a while.   Simon states; “I have heard a few reasons suggested as 
to why the modern Valeo coils are proving so unreliable.  One reason is that 
there is often not enough lubricant inside the coil (hence the difference at 
the scales), allowing it to overheat more easily and thus much more prone 
to damage if the ignition is left on.  The other reason is (according to Tony 
Shields at 2CV City who I spoke to in January) that apparently the type of oil 
used in the original coils is now outlawed in the EU because of carcinogens, 
and the replacement stuff isn’t up to the job.  In Argentina the original type 
is not subject to these laws, and therefore is still used.  Tony said he won’t 
supply Valeo coils anymore and said he’s had no problems with the Argen-
tinian ones.  Opposing that, my 2CV guy in Malton won’t fit any thing other 
than the original type, so the jury’s still out as to whether the problem with 
the Valeo coil is solved yet.” 

In May Roland Voegele and I tested our 2CV coils to the limit by driving from 
Toronto to the US west cost, down Highway 1 to Los Angeles, across the 
south to New Orleans, and back up east through the the back roads of Ten-
nessee.  Both cars made the trek without any change in coils.  (We carried 
spares as the coil article made us paranoid!  Needed an engine though, but 
that’s another story to come.)  And I’m about to embark on a European trip 
driving a 2CV throughout Italy and France.  Coil issues or not, ‘tis the season 
to get out and about! 
     - George Dyke
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Once the suspension arm is disengaged from the taper, wiggle the ball joint 
to feel for “slop.”  If you can feel any slop, any slop at all, the ball joint is 
bad and needs replacing.  It is not possible to “shim” or otherwise adjust a 
worn ball joint since the spherical ball wears to an egg-shape thereby mak-
ing it such that re-shimming will not work.  So a new ball joint or a good 
used ball joint is required.  If you are going to use a used ball joint, make 
sure it is perfect before going to the work of installing it.  

The ball joint for later DS’s and SM’s has been sold under several part num-
bers, ranging from a part number for a kit that includes the boot and other 
niceties to just the ball joint itself.  Note that the ball joint includes the ball/
pin plus the upper and lower races.  Much to my amazement, ball joints are 
still relatively easy to find.  Check out your favorite parts source. 

And yes, it takes very special tools to replace the ball joints.  And yes, the 
special tools are different for the upper and lower ball joints (for no appar-
ent reason, other than to be annoying).  Unless you have a machine shop at 
your disposal, you will have to borrow, rent, or buy the tool to unscrew the 
nut securing the ball joint to the hub.  Sometimes, it is possible to improvise 
around the need for 
a special tool, but 
this location is NOT 
one of them - you 
REALLY NEED the 
special tool(s).  You 
will also need a small 
portable hand grinder 
(like a Dremel) to 
grind away a locking 
peened area before 
the nuts can be un-
screwed.  

The tool for the lower 
ball joint has three 
high strength pins 
that engage holes in 
the nut that secures 
the ball joint into the 
hub.  These pins transmit torque to unscrew the nut from the hub.  The up-
per is similar but has four rectangular drives instead of the pins.  Typically, 
you need a long (6-foot?) cheater bar to generate enough muscle to loosen 
the nut.  In the following photo, the tool is shown installed on a lower ball 
joint, ready for a cheater bar to apply the much-needed torque.  Normally, 
it is not necessary to remove the entire pivot from the car to replace a ball 
joint (we did this only for the photo).  In many ways, it is easier to leave the 
pivot installed on the car, since the car acts like a giant vise to react to the 
huge torques you will need to loosen the nuts.  

Special tools for upper ball joint nut (left) and lower 
ball joint nut (right).

 Front hub showing upper (item 2)   
    and lower (item 3) ball joints.

     DS/SM Suspension Rattles 

  by Chris Dubuque  (Seattle, WA)

Does your DS or SM emit harsh rattling noises from the front suspension 
area when you drive over an irregular surface (such as cobblestones or 
bricks)?  If so, the problem is likely a worn lower ball joint.  The following ar-
ticle briefly describes the ball joints on DS’s and SM’s and the scope of work 
necessary to replace one.  

DS and SM’s have four ball joints on the front hubs 
(one upper and one lower on each side of the car).  
While both the upper and lower ball joints are 
susceptible to wear, it will be the lower ball 
joint that will make rattling noises 
on bumpy roads.  The upper ball 
joint is always loaded with 
the car’s weight and 
hence is less likely 
to make noise 
when driving 
on irregular 
surfaces, even
if quite worn.  
    
The ball joints 
are incredibly 
reliable and if 
properly lubricated 
and protected against water ingress, will last the 
lifetime of the car.  The ball joint grease fittings on 
a DS/SM should be greased every 3000 miles, but only 
put a tiny bit of grease in each time, as over-greasing will gradually fill up 
the boot until it blows off or tears.  As soon as the boot blows off or tears, 
water will get in and wash out the grease.  At this point, the ball joint will 
quickly be destroyed.  

DISASSEMBLY

It will be necessary to remove the upper or lower suspension arm from the 
ball joint’s taper to properly assess the ball joint’s condition.  A “Pittman Arm 
Puller” (such as K-D Tools Model 2289) is available from virtually any auto 
part store and is satisfactory to separate the suspension arm.  Do not at-
tempt to use a “pickle fork” separator for this purpose.  



     Dream Big, Dream Panhard

This is a “Panhard Van” created by industrial designer / car designer Jens 
Christian Moller. (It’s not real, but a Photoshop creation).
 

He has more creations on his website, including some Citroëns.
 

http://mollers-cars.blogspot.com/      

Thanks to John Peterson, Panhard enthusiast, for the submission.  

Replacing the upper ball joint is a similar, but not quite identical, process.  
However, the upper ball joint comes pre-adjusted so no shimming process is 
needed.  

Is this a do-it-yourself project?  Well... it is a fairly simple job if you have ac-
cess to the special tool(s).  With a bit of practice, a ball joint can be replaced 
quite quickly (about 1 hour).  If you are not confident in your abilities, an 
alternative is to remove the entire hub from the car and send it to one of the 
Citroën shops capable of the job.  Good luck.  
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Left - Tool installed, ready to re-
move a ball joint.

Below:
Lower ball joint removed.

REASSEMBLY

The lower ball joint requires 
a shimming process to 
properly adjust it.  Normal-
ly, the original shim will be 
exactly right when installing 
a new ball joint.  But you 
might need to have extra 
shims available if the ball joint turns out to be too tight or too loose when 
the nut is tightened.  The shim is item 7 in the exploded view (above).  A 
properly shimmed ball joint will be difficult to move by hand but will move by 
hand pressure.  

Using a LONG cheater bar.
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    Toronto Spring Adventure 
                Rally - 2011

      by John McCulloch

What a May it has been. 
Steady rain for most 
if it, though it 
did manage 
to stay rela-
tively dry for 
our first outing 
of the year, in 
what has become 
our annual Toronto 
Spring Adventure 
Rally.

This gives local CAC 
members the chance to 
exercise their Citroëns 
about town after winter 
storage and before we 
begin the longer treks of the 
season. 

The Rally was fun but because 
of the weather there were only 
two cars, Jeff Teerlinck with his 
2CV and Ken McGuinness with his 
DS23.  Raj showed up in his XM 
to wish us off.  Simon Walker also 
turned up and braved the day with Jeff 
and Doug in Jeff’s 2CV.  The rest of us 
piled into Ken’s DS and finished the rally 
with a great deal of hilarity among the 
spotty rain showers.  Jeff won (most likely 
due to the merriment and goings on in the 
DS).

After the drive Doug led us to Sharkey’s - 
an Oakville institution - on Bloor for lunch.

All in all good fun and not to be missed 
next year, rain or shine!    
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This November’s CitroExpert will 
feature a special issue on the links 
between Citroën and the USA.  
So far, they have been able to 
find many documents never seen 
before, but they are still looking 
for unknown authentic photos and 
other papers from the 1920s to 
1973.  If you have something you 
think would be of interest, please 
contact Wouter Jansen at CitroEx-
pert.  email: wouter@citroexpert.nl 

Rather than sending actual mate-
rial, a scan (300dpi) email to him 
will do perfectly.  Any help will be 
gratefully acknowledged – and 
those people will receive a copy of 
the magazine when published. 

Finnish 2CV Guild - International 
                                50th Anniversary 
         Meeting

The Finnish 2CV Guild, 
founded in 1962, has 
approximately 1100 
members today.  They 
are one of the oldest 
existing 2CV-based clubs 
in the world and very proud 
of starting the successful tradition of 2CV 
   world meetings back in 1975.  (They 
     also hosted the 10th one in 1993.)

       The Finnish 2CV Guild is planning for 
        the event to be held on July 18-22, 
        2012.  The location is yet to be
        announced.  Contact them at: 
        email: fin2cv@2cv.fi
         http://amicale-citroen.de/2011/finn-

ish-2cv-guild-50-years-in-2012-wel-
come-back-to-finland/
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     A Belgian 2CV Tale   

  by René Bakker - the Netherlands 

I was asked by a long time friend of mine, whom I first met in school at the age 
of nine, (we kept and still keep in contact ever since, 50+ years later) to dig 
up some old negatives from our “younger” days.   I think that the result of that 
digging may be of interest to all old Citroën enthusiasts.  Mind you, not the age 
of the enthusiasts but the age of the cars is what counts, of course.

That friend, named Engelbert, had bought a more or less derelict 2CV for the 
price of 50 guilders at a scrap yard around the end of the sixties, early sev-
enties (I didn’t even have a driver’s license yet.  I eventually got mine at the 
age of nineteen in mid summer 1970).  In American money, those 50 guilders 
would have been something around and about 20 dollars.  So, you can guess 
what state the 2CV was in.  Shall we say: “questionable”?  As far as we can 
trace and recollect, it was a 1959 AZL built in Belgium.

Engelbert, in those days, lived with his older brother, twin sister and parents in 
a small, if not tiny, house in the village of Baarn in the Netherlands.  The only 
place to put his car was on the car crowded 
street.

I, on the other hand, was fortunate enough to 
live with my sister and three brothers, parents 
and grand parents, in a huge house in the same 
village, less than a kilometer from Engelbert, 
with loads of space, including a double garage
and that is where we did a large part of the 
“restoration” of his 2CV.

After many months of fiddling, with a bud-
get that was next to zero, our efforts eventu-
ally resulted in a good looking, functioning 
and practical car, equipped with a severely 
customised dashboard.  I still have great 
respect for the terrific paint job Engelbert did 
on the car, using no more than a can of cheapo 
paint but a professional, expensive, brush.  We 
took the time and effort to “claim our fame” in 
Citroën history by taking a set of pictures in the 
local rural area, once we finished our work on 
the car.  See the attached.  (For the record: I’m 
on the right.  The curly guy is Engelbert.)

As far as I can remember and verify, the pictures 

were taken in 1970.  Judging 
by the prevailing climate here 
and the clothing worn, to-
gether with the emerging tree 
leaves, it must have been late 
April, early May.  Indeed, still 
too early for me to be allowed 
to drive it.

Unfortunately, my friend 
E had only a short time to 
enjoy the car.  A neighbour-
ing female of unidentified age 
(>55?), eventually managed 
to get her driver’s licence 
(in a VW Beetle) after many 
earlier failed attempts. 
She then decided to give 
herself a DAF 33 to really 
and legally enjoy some “free” 
motoring.  

Her first attempt to use her 
DAF 33 in “reverse”, while be-
ing parked in front of my 
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friend’s 2CV, turned 
out to be fatal for the 
2CV.  What a shame!  
For those of you not 
familiar with the iodio-
syncracies of the DAF 
mechanics: in the late 
sixties and early seven-
ties, races were held on 
the famous Zandvoort 
Formula 1 Racetrack 
here in the Netherlands, 
excusively for DAF’s.  
The sole rule was: 
you had to drive it in reverse.  The unique transmission system that the DAF 
was famous for, allowed you to drive as fast in reverse as you could do driv-
ing forward.  Being an “automatic” gear system, this meant you didn’t have 
to change gears at all.  The gear selector in a DAF only has three positions: 
Forward, Neutral and Reverse but boy, Reverse is really REVERSE.  A gentile 
push on the accelerator pedal was (and still is) an absolute requirement.  My 
friend’s neighbour was completely unaware of this feature of her new DAF 
33.  By the time she found out, it was too late.

Needless to say the insurance company only looked at the age and type of 
car and thus concluded that a 100 guilders ( approx 40 US dollars, those 
days) repay was a serious “reward” for an eleven+ year old 2CV.  So, unfor-
tunately, another sad end to a truly beloved 2CV.

Damn DAF!

DAF 33.   The original Continuously Variable Transmission.

               See Something Familiar?  

This 1978 Maserati Kyalami is one of less than 
155 ever built.  It has a striking resemblance to 
the DeTomaso Longchamp, first shown at the 
1972 Turin Motor Show.  Penned by American 
Tom Tjaarda chief designer at Ghia (at that time 
also owned by DeTomaso) the Longchamp had 
not proved the success DeTomaso had hoped. 

However by 1974 Citroën, the then owners of 
Maserati, was nearly bankrupt and placed the 
company into liquidation.  By 1975, Maserati 
was in the hands of a partnership between Ale-

jandro DeTomaso and GEPI (an Italian state organisation whose sole purpose 
was the protection of Italian jobs).  

DeTomaso was desperate to produce a new flagship Maserati.  Given 
Maserati’s financial restraints, his solution was to call in Pietro Frua’s de-
sign studio in Turin to re-style the Longchamp.  They modified the front and 
rear end of the Longchamp (inspired by the Mercedes 450SLC) to create a 
distinctive Maserati feel and the Kyalami (named after South Africa’s Formula 
One circuit) was born.  It was produced between 1976 -1983. 

Look at the back end though and you’ll see something distinctively Citroën.  
The lights of the 
SM carry on here 
(after the demise 
of the SM in 1975).  
Frura found a read-
ily available part in 
the defunct SM’s 
rear illumination.  
It was generally 
recognized at the 
time that the Ky-
alami was rushed 
into production.  
The odd fit of the 
SM lights into the 
rear panel most 
certainly confirms 
that!   
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    Citroën DS on Automotive Packaging!  

CAC member Mark Kossecki writes:

I found this package 
 of gloves at Canadian 
 Tire, and thought I
  would point out a 
   very special image
    I found on it.  
    The company’s
     website is:
     www.eppco.net.

With the price of gas these days maybe it’s time to consider 
going back to driving Tractions as daily drivers and run-
ning on wood gas, like they did during the Second World 
War.  This ad (in Dutch), sent to us from René Bakker in 
the Netherlands, is from a monthly chronicle called “Auto 
& Motor Kroniek”.  [As you guessed, Kroniek is Dutch for 

chronicle) which only existed 
during a short period in 1943 
and 1944 (14 issues in total) 
when paper shortages forced 
the publishers to pull the 
plug on it after the appear-
ance of the August issue in 
1944].  This particular article 
stems from their very first 
issue, dated July 1943.  In 
itself an oddity: the start of 
such a new magazine in the 
middle of the war.   

Yep, if your going to show an automotive icon, 
it may as well be the DS.  We’re thinking that 
maybe they know the DS all too well.  Working 
on one you’re going to probably want to 
use a whole lot of these gloves!   -  ed

Makes you long to find one in 
a junkyard in Europe, refur-
bish it, strap it to a Traction 
and say adieu to gasoline 
or the power bills you’d get 
from driving the new genera-
tion of electric cars!

Hey!  We’re stoked!!  - ed



Fashion for the Fast Lane

         Hats - white or khaki
          $18. CDN

  T-Shirts  
$18. CDN

     Water Repellent Jackets 
     $103. CDN

Denim Shirts in khaki or blue
                      $ 46. CDN

Pre-payment required.  Shipping charges apply.  To order - contact John McCulloch: 905.844.8788 or jmcculloch8@cogeco.ca  

Citroën Autoclub Canada shirts, hats, jackets and jewellery sporting our logo!

 Optical Crystal Keychains  
with 3D Citroën chevrons

Rectangle or circle cut w/ bevel cut
 Regular (non lighted) - $12. CDN
With LED illumination - $15. CDN  

Pullover - blue or black 
$86. CDN

DS in 3D Optical Crystal (2-3/4 x 3-9/16 x 5-7/8”)  
   $140. CDN   (Lighted base - $30 optional extra).

 Also available - three dimensional crystal with 2CV, 
 H-Van or XM, and smaller crystal sizes:
            2 x 2 x 3-1/8” rectangle shape - $30 CDN
            2-3/8 x 3-1/8 x 4-3/4” rectangle - $100 CDN
                  

 CAC Lapel Pins  
(Choice of DS, SM, 

2CV or Traction)
 $3. CDN each

Set of 4 - $10. CDN
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    Keep it in the Family

CAC member Nebo Djurdjevic has an extensive family 
history of Citroën ownership and love of the marque.   It 
started back in Serbia.   And his two daughters, Marina and 
Natasha, are just as enthusiastic.  

Look at the birthday cake and card that they made for Dad. 
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Nebo’s Citroën 
collection now 
includes: 

• 1951 Traction Avant 
           15-6
• 1973 GS 1220 Club
• 1971 D-Special
• 1978 GS Pallas
• 1987 2CV Special
and in Yugoslavia:
• 1980 GS Super 1.3
• 1978 GS Pallas 

 Proud Papa.   Talented kids!

Right:  the Djurdjevic 
family in 1969 with 
1967 2CV.
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 The Great 2CV Rescue Adventure - DVD!
Citroën Autoclub Canada’s classic video of October 5, 1996

Order your DVD for just $12.95*      Contact George Dyke: 416 . 498 . 5904  or e-mail:
                  gdyke@sympatico.ca
* Originally shot on VHS.  Proceeds go to Citroën Autoclub Canada

Nebo and their 
1970 Ami 8 
purchased new 
at Belgrade Auto 
Salon in April 
1970. 

Nebo with his GS Super 1.3 in his hometown in 1991.  He keeps the 
car there to enjoy when he visits from Toronto.  
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     André Citroën Exhibit - Westphalia Germany

The Jewish Museum of Westphalia is present-
ing an exhibition conceived by Dr. Frauke 
Dettmer which was first shown in 2007 at the 
Jewish Museum, Rendsburg.  The exhibition 
shows the innovative work of André Citroën.  
It will be showcasing his various innovations:

From the beginning he wanted to build affordable and practical cars.  From 
1919 he wrote European car history with his company.  His principal inter-
est was not to build luxury cars for a privileged 
class but inexpensive cars for many people.  He 
wanted to open the way to a mobile life for as 
many people as possible.  Citroën was the first 
European to have cars manufactured on an 
assembly line and made the car company the 
most innovative brand of the 20th century.  

André Citroën soon 
recognized the value of 
advertising and brand 
identity and from double 
helical gears was born 
the double chevron 
Citroën logo.  As an 
entrepreneur he was not 
only concerned about 
the well-being of his 
company but also of his 
employees and he con-
tributed significantly to 

improving working conditions and benefits, for example paying 
his employees a bonus of one extra month’s salary. 
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Jüdisches Museum Westfalen
Julius-Ambrunn-Straße 1
D-46282 Dorsten   GERMANY
Tel. +49 2662-45279
www.jmw-dorsten.de

The exhibit shows the origins of André Citroën and his family who came from 
the Netherlands.  His ancestors in Amsterdam sold limes.  In 1811 Jews 
had to take a surname and like many others his ancestors were inspired 
by their profession and called themselves Limonenman (lime man).  Later 
they changed the name to Citroën (Dutch for lemon).  In 1870 or 1871 the 
French part of the family history started.  From then on this branch of the 
family had the name Citroën.

In July 1935 André Citroën died as the result of a stomach cancer.  (Many 
attribute it to stress of taking Ctiroën in a new direction and building the 
Traction Avant).  He left a life’s work which made France the most important 
automobile country in Europe of that time. 

In addition to the pictures and texts, exhibits include historical sales bro-
chures, construction plans, models and many components. The exhibition 
and the accompanying events are supported by Citroën Germany and Ami-
cale Citroën Germany (ACI-D).   The exhibition will be opened on June 12th 
at 11.00 and can be seen until July 31st, 2011.

Hours:
Tuesday to Friday from 10.00 to 12.30 and from 15.00 to 18.00
Saturday, Sunday, public holidays from 14.00 to 17.00
Monday: closed
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     ICCCR Yorkshire 2012 - What’s to Come

             by John McCulloch 

I had the opportunity, as Vice-President of the Amicale Citroën Inter-
nationale, to visit Harrogate the site of the ICCCR Yorkshire 2012.  The 
Yorkshire Exhibition Centre is a rolling 250 acre site with two large exhibi-
tion Halls and numerous out buildings which have many functions such as 
display space, demonstration areas, used and new parts market.  It comes 
equipped with spaces for 2500 camp spots and space for 100 trailers (cara-
vans).  There are permanent washroom facilities all over the site and water 
and electricity will be available to campers.

North Americans, who will more likely want greater creature comforts, will 
find a huge selection of excellent hotels in Harrogate.  A shuttle bus system 
will be available throughout the event to ferry Citroën enthusiasts back and 
forth from the site.

The organizers Nigel Wild and Mick Popka and their team are promising that 
this will be an unforgettable experience.  First of all there is Yorkshire itself.  
Nearby Harrogate is a spa town of 70,000 which offers thermals baths, a 
wide selection of pubs and restaurants, a botanical garden and scenic vistas 
wherever you look.  A few miles down the road to the east is York and the 
Nation Railway Museum, to the west is Manchester and to the North are 
the Yorkshire Dales (think: All Creatures Great and Small, Heartbeat, The 
Royal).

The ICCCR itself, at this 
stage, promises groupings 
of cars by model or clubs or 
other related organizations.  
The major European Citroën 
parts suppliers
will be in attendance as well 
as individuals
selling hard to find bits and 
pieces. Clubs (there are 
three in Great Britain) will 
be represented as will clubs 
from the continent.

There will be helicopter rides 
leaving from the Centre to 
tour Yorkshire; entertain-
ment venues for late night 
fun.  A museum featuring 
cars from the Conservatoire 

as well as cars from local collectors will be located in one of the two Exhi-
bition Halls.  Demonstrations and participation activities are also planned.  
With such a huge site there will be an activity for everyone’s taste.

The organizers are currently rebuilding the website http://www.icccr2012.
org.uk/  and finalizing the activities.  So have a look at the site, consider the 
links and think about what a great holiday you can have in the UK in 
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Heading West in 2011?   

    Here are a few events happening in          
      California that you may want to fit 
             into your agenda:

June 17-19 - West Coast Citroën Rendezvous.  Salinas, CA.

June 19  -  Italian & French Car Show.   North Vancouver, BC
       Gets underway at Waterfront Park from 9 am to 4 pm at 
       Waterfront Park.  Questions?  Contact John MacGregor at  
       778 231-7616  or by email: johnnymac4bc@telus.net

July 10 - Potluck at Lon Price’s, Santa Cruz  (San Francisco 
Citroën Club)

Sunday August 21  -  2011 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance.   
             Carmel, CA.  
Richard Bonfond has been invited to display his recently restored and 
100% perfect DS21.  See it and over 200 of the most prized collector 
cars and motorcycles in the world.    www.pebblebeachconcours.net/

Sunday Nov 6  –  The Best of France & Italy 
Car Show - Woodley Park in Van Nuys, CA.   
9am - 4pm.   Billed as the Greatest car show on 
earth for French and Italian cars.  (Clearly the 
organizers have never been to Retromobile or 
Essen).  Nevertheless, always a great turnout of 
Citroëns!   Fly your flag with flair!  Enter from 
Woodley Ave. just south of Victory Blvd. - 1st 
light west of 405 Fwy.  Note that suggested call 
time for car placement is 7:30am.   
www.franceanditaly.com

Harrogate at the ICCCR Yorkshire.  

Dates are August 9 to 12 2012.  Hotels are booking up fast and the price 
for registration will rise as the event draws near.  See you there! 

Cheerio!!
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    4x4 2CV update:

Dave Withington from Stoke on Trent, UK 
wrote us to shed some light on the 4x4 2CV 
that we showed on page 19 of our Spring 
2011 issue.   Dave writes “Just like to say 
how much I enjoy your magazine - a differ-
ent slant on la vie Citroënne from here in 
the UK.

That 4x4 2CV looks like a Louis Barbour.   
One of the Citroën specialists local to me, 
Richard Dalton, has one, a fearsome beast 
with a fun factor of 100!”

Louis Barbour offers a full 2CV 4x4 Conver-
sion Kit for £3100 (about $5,200 US).  This 
is based on a chassis exchange (to keep the 
cost down).  Nearly all the parts required to 
finish the car will be either in the kit or on 
your donor vehicle.  The kit includes;  chas-
sis, transfer box, prop shaft, rear diff, rear 
arms and petrol tank.  It is supplied as a 
built up rolling chassis, using your suspen-
sion, steering, engine and gearbox, com-
plete with brake and fuel lines, rubber filler 
neck and engine under guard.  The custom-
er needs to add a suitable body shell.  Bar-
bour estimates that a competent mechanic 
or individual would be able to complete the 
vehicle within 10 working days.   However 
that will require access to MIG welding 
equipment and a small workshop.

Individual components can also be pur-
chased.   If buying individually there some 
things to note:

The transfer box is to Barbour’s own de-
sign.  It has been built to take more power 
than the original gearbox, thus reducing 
the risk of failure.  The transfer box comes 
as a collection of parts ready to assemble 
onto the back of the original 2CV6 gearbox.  
Assembly takes approximately 2 hours.

The prop shaft has a centre support bear-
ing.

The rear differential comes as a complete unit with a choice of 2CV4 or 2CV6 
gearing . Being fully assembled it comes with a new double bearing prop 

shaft flange bolted to a cast aluminium 
bearing housing .  It comes with various 
other parts including:
    • New front mounting + front rubber 
       mounts.
    • Steel diff protector (under tray). Rear 
       mounting bracket + rubber mount.
    • New top cover + gear lever.
    • New rear discs reduced in size.
    • Rear caliper mounts (these accept BX 
       CX or XANTIA sedan rear calipers, the 
       calipers are not supplied as part of the 
       kit ).

Rear arms are cleaned, shot blasted and 
then re-welded where necessary to prevent 
premature failure.  The knife-edges are 
repositioned and new sealed bearings and 
new bearing locking rings fitted.

The chassis for the kit has been designed especially 
for the four wheel drive system.  It features reinforced 
side rails, 25mm body lift, extra outriggers to support 
the side floors, reinforced bump stops, a protected 
petrol tank and filling area, front skid rails for the 
engine bay and raised damper mounting points.  All 
chassis are pre drilled to accept all the 4X4 parts body 
shell dampers etc.  After production the chassis are 
shot blasted painted and wax oiled.   Barbour does 
not galvanise the chassis as this typically adds l5 kg 
to the weight of the chassis and tends to distort the 
top skin, resulting in a slight twisting of the frame.
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For more information on the Louis Barbour 4x4 2CV visit:  
http://www.2cv4x4.com

     DS Coupe Spotted in Quebec

Not factory original but an interesting chop job of a DS nonetheless.   Is it a 
rally car or a dragster?   Judging by the size of the back wheels we’d bet the 
latter.   Wonder what’s under the hood engine wise?   

What’s even more amazing is that there in the lower right corner of the 
photo you can just see the tail light of a Citroën GS!   Would that be one of 
the 6 original GS’s that made their way to Canada?

The editors, George Dyke and John McCulloch, are always delighted 
to have contributions to CITROËNVIE !   We are 
looking for articles on events, cars, 
people or any other item that you 
think might be of interest to our
Citroën fanatics.  Include a picture 
or two.  We can take it from there...  
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   11AN Faux Cabriolet Restoration &     
       London Trip

              foreword by John McCulloch

In spite of the inauspicious start to the discovery 
of this car, this Traction Avant 11 AN faux cabriolet 
represents a remarkably rare piece of automotive 
history.  Its story begins began with a small ad 
that caught the attention of Eesge Botma whose 
wife Ann Blommaart, a Citroën enthusiast, had 
her heart set on owning a Faux Cabriolet for some 
time.  The ad, without picture, described a Faux 
Cabriolet that had been buried (in the Pyrenees) 
for some sixty years as a means of hiding it from 
any occupying forces in the Second World War.

All of us have seen cars in junkyards and sitting 
in fields (near Fort Erie for example) and thought 
“With a little paint and TLC I can have this car on 
the road in no time!”.  And all of us know what a 
pipe dream this is!  The rule of restorations is, of 
course, whatever you think it will cost will in reality 
be twice or three times that amount.  With that 
notion in mind, imagine looking at a car which was 
rare to start with and buried for sixty years and 
missing parts on top of that. 

Let’s start with its rarity.  Early Tractions were quite unlike its later models.  
Citroën was constantly making changes and improvements to get this revo-
lutionary car running correctly.  Specifications changed every time a modi-
fication was made.  And as my friend Jens Nicolaisen can attest, research-
ing early Tractions is a matter of combing through thousands of sometimes 
illegible handwritten documents in search of a small mention of the details of 
the model in question.

Keeping surface rust off cars is a constant obsession with North American 
Citroën owners.  Checking for bubbles and signs of pitting is our way of 
keeping our beloved Citroën on the road.   Imagine a car that has been bur-
ied for sixty years!  In this case the lower quarter of the car was rusted out 
and beyond any hope of easy repair.

Finally, think of finding parts like rare headlamp glass or an unusual mani-
fold.  It is clear that finding NOS parts will be out of the question and so 
parts will either be found and repaired or made new from original parts, if 
they exist or can be found on another similar car.

Such a restoration was indeed a multi-phased operation.  It began with pho-

tographing the vehicle to aid in restoration, making an inventory of the parts 
required dismantling the car and beginning the restoration of the mono-
coque body.  Since the body is one piece, it was essential to ensure that the 
body was correctly aligned so that everything fitted to the body would fit 

and run straight and 
true.  Every single part 
was stripped clean, 
repaired and restored 
and painted to match 
the body.  Interior 
parts such as instru-
ments and stalks were 
as hard to find as me-
chanical parts.  Parts 
such as the instru-
ments were made by 
scanning what re-
mained of the originals 
and then reconstruct-
ing them using com-
puter software.  A de-
cal was then produced 
to recreate the look of 
the original dials. 

Improvising missing 

parts was another 
strategy.  The seats 
for example were 
recreated using the 
spring mesh from an 
old steel bed.  The 
seats represent one 
of the few changes 
Botma opted for in 
the restoration. In-
stead of the original 
cloth seats he chose 
to install more du-
rable leather seats.

In all the car took 
5,000 hours of resto-
ration over a period of 
two years.  The cost?  Well, while Botma will not reveal how much he spent 
on parts or restoration, in the end does it really matter.   The Botmas have 
a lovely rare car and a bit of automotive history.   Much of the credit for this 

Ann Bloomaart at the 75th Anniversary of the 
Traction Avant in Arras France, July 2009. 
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continued on page 22 ...

gorgeous car is owed to Pennings Restauratie in Aalten, Netherlands who 
devoted two years to recreating a mythical car.   

What follows is Ann Bloomaart’s account of its “maiden voyage” to England.  
Ann writes:

In 2004, after the summer holiday, when we went to the ICCCR in Switzer-
land, Eesge, my husband, sent a form to Classic Car Magazine, to take part 
in Classic Car or the Year election.  Thursday, 10th February the next year, 
we got an e-mail from a Mr. Goodbun that we are in the final with four other 
contestants.  On the Internet 
people could vote on their site 
and apparently a lot of people 
voted for our car.  Since Eesge 
could not take the days off and 
usually I am the one driving the 
Faux, we decided that I would 
take part with our son Folkert.

The Faux must take part in 
a photo shoot on the 17th of 
March at 12:00 hrs, 80 km’s 
north of London. From there we 
will drive to Alexandra Palace 
where the car show will be 
held that weekend.  There are 
2 categories. Professional and 
amateur restored old timers.  In 
each category there have been 
selected 5 cars.  Later we have 
been told that in both categories 
one contestant had withdrawn.

We decided to take the night 
boat from Hoek van Holland to 
Harwich.  While I write this the 
snow falls, the roads are slippery and of course there is salt on the roads.  
The weather gives me the creeps. I hope it will be dry and we can drive our 
selves without the help of a car-transporter.  I am also worried about the 
Faux herself.   She hasn’t been driven a lot and drinks like a sailor.  She is at 
Pennings’, the garage, for a check over.  The petrol consumption will be ad-
justed and the tyres will be checked since she seems to loose some pressure 
in the front left tyre.  When the weather conditions are bad I am also wor-
ried about the windscreen wiper.  It is slow when it rains.   Oh well, she is an 
old lady with some shortcomings and she is allowed to have some.

Shaun Lilly is the chairman of Citroën London and surroundings.  This kind 
gentleman helped us find a company to transport the old timer on the British 
Isle.  A big help and for my own peace of mind, I decided to use the car-
transporter all the way to the photo shoot. 

I just finished the contract with CV Car Collection through the fax.  We will 
be collected by this company on the 17th of March at the ferry and taken to 
the photo shoot.  From there we drive to Alexandra Palace ourselves.  We 
made the appointment with Gerard Pennings that he will collect us next 
Wednesday at around 13:00 hrs to take us to Hoek van Holland. 

March 16.

Collected at 13:15 hrs. at McDonalds by Pennings.  The Faux is on the 
transporter, shining in the sun.  The weather is fine.  At 15.15 hrs we were 

dropped off at the Stena Line 
terminal and drove a short 
distance to get petrol at a local 
petrol station.  There we forgot 
to put the cap back on.  From 
six till half past eight we waited 
in the terminal – dull.  At a 
quarter past nine we drove the 
car onto the ferry, had dinner, 
watched a movie and went to 
bed.

March 17.

Woke up at 5:30, got up, took a 
shower, had breakfast and went 
to the Faux.

6:30. She doesn’t want to 
start. The ferry crew promises 
to send the A-team.  That will 
take us to long.  We connect the 
spare battery and, hallelujah, 
it works.  We drive off the ferry 
onto the lorry of Dave from CV 

Car Collection who will take us to Leighton Buzzard where the photo shoot is. 

We had a pleasant trip through the countryside.  At 10:30 we arrive at the 
Calvert Studios.  Unloading the Faux I notice that the fuel cap is missing.  
Folkert got a universal fuel cap from a Suzuki garage around the corner.  It 
blew off straight away so we fixed it with tape.  In the mean time we in-
formed Gerard Pennings about the cap asking him to find a replacement. 

Jan and Sandra Sleutel arrived early that morning with their Alfa Romeo.  
They will have to wait until 12:00hrs. for their photo shoot.  Frank Nelson 
has a Lotus and some one called Steve a Jaguar E-type.  These are the own-
ers of the cars that will participate in the final of the professional restora-
tions. 
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11AN Faux Cabriolet Restoration & London Trip  ...... continued from page 21

Photographer Mike and his assistant take 
a lot of time in our opinion.  It takes very 
long until the lighting is right, endless 
carrying of lights, wires and cardboard 
panels.  Usually they do one car a day.  
This time four! 
The Faux is the last one and ready in an 
hour.  We think the result is OK.  The 
pictures will be in the June edition Classic 
Car Magazine. 

16:00hrs.  Cup of tea and off to London. 

16:20hrs.  After the second roundabout 
on the way to London the engine stops, 
I can’t get her to run, not even with the 
spare battery.  Lots of phone calls with 
the organization of the show, the AA (Au-
tomobile Association) and the Dutch coun-
terpart who told me that I wasn’t insured.  
I told him what the situation was like and 
that we simply had to get to Allie Pallie.  
He sends a car transporter.

18:20 hrs.  The transporter arrives.  
Faux on it and to the nearest petrol 
station where two mechanics are 
waiting.  Explained the situation 
again.  They explain that they have 
to work according to the regulations, 
moreover because the insurance sit-
uation of the car wasn’t clear.  Called 
my husband and slightly panicking.  
The situation starts to become un-
pleasant.  Explaining again that we 
have to get to Allie Pallie.  Liam, the 
mechanic, looks with his torch under 
the bonnet and goes mmmmh.  The 
AA suggests to send a Citroën me-
chanic but Liam, wise man, suggests 
that that will not help.  Liam finally 
says it is OK – we can be transport-
ed to Allie Pallie.  Hurrah. 

19:00 hrs.  Mike Goodbun sends us 
a text message that we can not en-
ter the hall anymore, she has to stay 
outside, but will be guarded.  Called 

the hotel that we will be later.  
Why, did you have a reservation?  
After a number of phone calls we 
sorted that out.  Ouff. 

20:30hrs.  Arrival at Allie Pallie.  
Have to drop the car off at the 
designated spot. 

20:50hrs.  Shabby taxi to the 
hotel. The nutter dropped us of at 
the wrong place. Later we found a 
decent cab taking us to the right 
address. 

21:30hrs.  Arrival at the hotel.  
Phone calls to Eesge, insurance 
company.  Learned a lot that 
evening.  Why it is so important 
to have proof of insurance and 
that you have to use it in a foreign 
country. 

22:45hrs.  Dinner at McDonalds 
and off to bed.

March 18.

7:30hrs.  Wake up.  Contacting Mi-
chelle Higgins, the trouble shooter 
of the car show.  We can come to 
prepare the car. 

10:45hrs.  Arrival at A.P.  The Faux 
won’t start.  Not even with an extra 
battery.  Then the fire and safety 
personnel tell me that the extra 
petrol has to removed from the car.  
Rules and regulations.  The Faux is 
pushed by strong man away out-
side the gates.  The job must not 
be done near the building.  In the 
meantime Gerard Pennings calls 
telling us that he has been in con-
tact with the petrol station where 
we left the cap.  They put it in the 
mail to him, fantastic!  After the 
emptying of the fuel tank the car is 
pushed back in, in its place in the 
hall.  The Faux is cleared, cleaned 
and looks smart amongst the other 
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cars.  Again a number of phone calls with Eesge, the insurance, Eurocar and 
Pennings.  In the end conferred with Jan and Sandra Sleutel with the Alfa 
Romeo.  Jan advised me take things in my own hands, arrange for trans-
portation.  In the mean time Eesge has been in contact with the insurance 
company.  I tried to contact the company that transported us before to the 
photo shoot, but failed. 

16:00hrs.  Met Graeme Hurst, also a Tractionnist with a beautiful ’52-er. 

16:45hrs.  Took the bus to the tube, Leicester square.  Nice pint of a beer, 
watched The Witches by Roald Dahl with Ruby Wax in the part of the Head 
Witch. 

21:00hrs.  Nice dinner in an 
Italian restaurant.  Again tried 
to contact Dave, the driver of 
the lorry.  Succeeded, ex-
plained the problem.  He will 
call us tomorrow.  

00:30hrs. Gone to sleep.

March 19.

9:15hrs.  Wake up.  Very 
troubled night where I had 
many discussions with cus-
toms about the transportation 
of the Faux. 

10:00hrs.  Eesge and the 
team that restored the Faux 
come by plane to see and 
support us at the show and 
we meet at 12.00 hrs in Allie 
Pallie.  I am so happy to see 
Eesge.  Have been in contact 
with Blossom, the secretary 
of the transport company and 
they will take us to the the 
ferry.  Eesge put the original fuel cap back on. 

13:00hrs.  Judging of the amateur restorations.

14:15hrs.  Judging of the professionally restored cars. I am glad Eesge is 
around.  He can explain about what we have gone through to find an origi-
nal exhaust manifold, how she was discovered, the body work, the grill, 
the painting, too much to mention, I forgot most of it.  The judges are no 
professional judges, they work with Classic Car Magazine and AutoGlym, the 
main sponsor of the contest.  The life story of the car is an important part of 
the judging. 

15:30hrs.  Eesge and the restoration team are on the way home and not 
present at the announcing of the result. 

16:00hrs.  Results of the amateurs.  The Daimler of the son of Barringer.  
Nice.  Results of the professionals.  We won!  Strange feeling, pardon the 
departure of Eesge, shake hands, receiving the first prize.  Lots of people 
come up to you.  The gentleman from AutoGlym wants me to answer some 
questions straightaway while someone else is taking pictures of the contest-
ers.  My jaws hurt from smiling at the cameras.   Text to Eesge: WINNER!  
Text back from Eesge: WHO?!

17:00hrs.  Taking the tube with Folkert to Canary Wharf, nice dinner, relaxed 
and watched a movie.  Have been in contact with Jill from the photo shoot.  

She congratulates us exten-
sively. Great. 

00:30hrs.  Off to bed.

March 20.

Took our time to pack, trav-
elled to Bond Street, looked 
around and had lunch in 
a pub.  Back to Allie Pallie 
where we arrived at 15:00 
hrs.  Discussed with Graeme 
how to get the car out of Allie 
Pallie fast.  First, they want to 
let the cars go that need no 
help.  The nice detail E-type 
is driven by it’s owner for the 
first time! Exciting! 

Have been in contact with 
Dave, he is just outside.  At 
17:30hrs the show ends and 
some cars start their engine 
and honk their horns.  There 
is a small traffic jam and 
strong man come to push 

the Faux.  Folkert goes to look for Dave on the outside because from now 
on things move fast.  I am being pushed to the exit, down hill, around the 
corner right onto the transporter. 

Great!  We are on our way to the ferry and have a pleasant trip.  When we 
arrived there we are pulled onto the ferry and off again by people with a 
Jeep – many thanks, folks.  Terhorst Transport is waiting for me in the har-
bour at Hoek van Holland to take me and the Faux home.  Folkert takes the 
train to his home in the north of Holland after six days with his mother. 
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   GS Longevity Tips

         by George Dyke

GS owners these days whose cars are roadworthy know how special they 
are.  Aguably the epitome of Citroën engineering because of its astound-
ing packaging of Citroën’s greatest virtues; hydropneumatic suspension, 
horizontally opposed air-cooled engine (but 4 cylinders upped from the 2 
cylinder power plant of the 2CV and overhead cams added), beautiful time-
less styling, a cavernous trunk and interior room for 4 adults.   All combined 
to deliver a DS-like comfortable ride, superb handling and economical gas 
consumption.  

GS models that have been preserved from the ravages of rust have proven 
to be both economical and incredibly reliable.  So much so that as the kilo-
meters accumulate they must take preventative measures to extend their 
life well beyond what Citroën envisioned.  Of course, getting rust preventa-
tive into the door sills and other areas of the body will keep the monocoque 
in tact.   There are dozens of holes and visible seams that are perfect spots 
to empty a few cans of rust preventative (like my favorite Fluid Film).  Doing 
the fender wells and under hood and trunk lid areas certainly helps as well.  

Change the overhead cam belts very 5 years or 50,000 km and do the LHM 
suspension maintenance typical to any hydraulic Citroën.   That and doing 
the regular fluid changes (oil, etc..) and many kms of trouble free driving 
enjoyment can be yours to behold.    

GS user groups and Clubs in Europe point out that there is one aspect of 
the car that they modify.  The GS was the first Citroën to be built without 
grease nipple fittings.  However in the rear suspension there are two sets of 
bearings at the chassis connection mount, two on each side, that have been 
known to dry out and wear (or crack) in extreme use circumstances.  The 
solution is a simple one; Add a grease nipple in the barrel portion between 
the two bearings.   It takes about 30 minutes on a lift.  The pictures here 
show the addition of the grease nipples to my 1971 GS.  

When doing this the rear wheels need to be lifted up to normal driving height 
to access the area that needs to be drilled and tapped for the grease nipples.  
(We used a floor stand that sits about 5 feet high, but its easy to improvise 
something if need be.  See pictures 1 & 2.)   Use a nail punch to mark the 
spot where the hole will go and ensure the drill will not wander.  (Pic 3.)  
Drill the holes with the suspension raised in the back taking into account that 
when you do need to add grease in the future, you will have easy access 
to the nipple.  Drill (pic 4) and tap carefully (pic 5), taking caution that the 
metal you are cutting falls out and not into the suspension itself.  (Pic 6).  
Once the tap is done (pic 7) install the grease nipple (pic 8 & 9), and shoot 
grease into the barrel (pic 10).  

1 2

3

65

4
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                What ’s  New At  Mother  Corp.

continued on page 35....

8 97 10

That’s it.  Now you can re-lube again in 50,000 Km or so.

       Citroën Introduces the DS5

Citroën chose Shanghai, not Paris to unveil their 3rd new model in their DS 
line: the five-seat, five-door hatchback DS5.  

The DS5 is touted for its HYbrid4 
diesel hybrid technology.  Not fully 
electric, the DS5 combines a diesel 
engine with two electric motors to 
provide 200 horsepower, all-wheel 
drive.  The good news for smog rid-
den Bejing and Shangahi is that the 
DS5 delivers emission-free electric 
power for the city and an accelera-
tion boost function on the open road.   
Even powered with the diesel emis-
sions are a mere 99 g/km of CO2 

Its styling bears a strong resem-
blance to the C-SportLounge concept 
shown at the 2005 Frankfurt Motor 
Show.   The interior, while toned 
down from the concept car, is very 

handsome and upscale.  Arguably 
a well played one-upmanship to 
German luxury offerings and also 
featuring a colour heads-up display 
that projects essential information 
into the driver’s line of sight.  

The DS5 is a big crossover/SUV at 
4.52 m in length, 1.85 m wide and 
1.50 m in height.  It will be manu-
factured commencing in France and 
shortly thereafter, - China.  

There may be good reason for the 
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     Small Cars Rule at Retromobile - Citromini

  by John McCulloch

Ok I’ll admit it.  Since I was a very small boy I have had a pas-
sion for cars.  Not exotic cars or race cars but those sedans 
that I saw everyday, the ones that my neighbours had, the 
ones that drove past our place.  As I look back to the fifties and 
early sixties, I recognize what a golden era it was.  Cars were 
extravagant land yachts which floated by, clad in chrome and 
decked out with huge rear tail fins.  And this was also an era in 
Canada when cars hailed from Europe more than from Japan 
and China.  I could, according to my mother, identify every car 
on the road.   I could pick out a Standard Vanguard at 500 yards 
or tell whether the Chevrolet was an Impala or a mere Belair.  
Packards, Studebakers (what my Father always referred to as 
Butcherbakers), Borgwards and Peugeots were easy pickings for 
me.  A glance was enough to tell me what it was. 

Even though I actually drove a car at seven, the object of my 
interest was really limited to my collection of Dinky toys - a collection which 
I still have some fifty years on.  My child’s brain told me that they were a 
substitute for the real thing, a sort of pacifier until I was old enough to drive 
a real one.  That did not prevent 
me from comparing the model with 
the originals.  My Austin A 40 was 
a very good representation but my 
coral Packard convertible seemed 
impossibly wide to me compared to 
the real thing.  And besides, there 
was a corresponding Packard sedan 
down the street and it looked noth-
ing like the Dinky.  To this day, a 
Dinky will evoke a memory of a car 
an uncle or aunt drove or a neigh-
bour had.  At Retromobile every 
year I cruise the model car stands 
and peruse models (always ordinary 
sedans) which now cost 300€ - a 
jump on the .65$ I paid for ones at 
Storkland on Yonge Street.

This year, however, I met a group 
of fellow enthusiasts, members of 
Citromini at Retromobile whose 
passion is the 1:43 scale Citroëns.  

Alain Barbo-Dumercy, the President of the club invited me to have a look at 
what his group was doing.  You never have to ask me twice to look at good 
1:43 cars.  An invitation to the club party was an additional enticement, but 
that is another story.  Clearly Citromini takes collecting small cars very seri-
ously.  They displayed a wide range of models - all Citroëns in different sizes.  

But after looking at the commercially 
available models, I saw the club’s beauti-
fully executed 1929 Coupé de Ville C6.  
The model had been made of copper and 
carefully etched to reveal every small de-
tail of the original.  The model I saw did 
not have its chassis or interior but it was 
very obvious that this model would be 
exceptional in its authenticity.  Only sixty 
will be made and I suspect that even at 
130€ it will be sold out by now. 

Citromini is also very inter-
ested in full size cars as 
witnessed by the coverage 
in their magazine of full 
sized cars.  Their delight-
ful magazine is published 
three times a year and 
features club activities as 
well as lists of events of 
interest to its subscribers. 

You can contact Citromini
at www.citromini.fr 
<http://www.citromini.fr>  
or via contact@citromini.fr. 
By snail mail:

Citromini
11 Villa Georges Serre
94300 Vincennes, France

With a subscription rate 
of 30€ you will get their 

1:43 scale intricate detail  
‘29 Coupé de Ville C6

Sébastien Provost (left) 
Alain Barbo Dumercy (right)
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          The Burton Car compmany in The 
        Netherlands now offers a steering 
       rod nut with grease nipple for 2CV6
                and Dyane models (and of course 
              their Burton sports cars that use the 
           2CV’s engine, steering and suspension). 
                   It’s a great improvement over the original
               product.  Now you can easily maintain the
            steering rod joints keeping wear to a minimum.

      More info at:  http://www.burtoncar.com               Price: 7,50 euro 

magazine, invitations to their events and a chance 
to order their phenomenal model cars.

I must add that at the party organized by the club, champagne, pâté, 
amuse-bouches of all description.  A very tasty snack with a wonderful group 
of enthusiastic Citroënistes.  A big thank you to Alain Barbo-Dumercy and 
Sébastien Provost for their warm welcome.  I look forward to seeing them 
next year at Retromobile.

Project L and 
‘29 Coupé de Ville C6

    200 MPH SM

Jerry and Sylvia Hathaway of SM World 
in Los Angeles hold an SM record un-
beaten for over three decades.  With 
a special version of the Maserati V6 
engine equipped with twin turbos it’s 
top speed was 202,301 mph (323,682 
km/h).  Silvia drove the car for the 
world record run, and this sketch com-
memorates her achievement.  Their 
race SM holds several speed records 
and is in the Bonneville 200mph club.  
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          by George Dyke

If you are online and up for a little web-surfing, here is our continuing profile guide 
to the best of classic (and current) Citroën websites.  Note that we are only printing 
our latest website profiles here.  You can find a complete listing of previously featured 
sites (with active links) at http://web.me.com/gdyke1/Citroën_Autoclub_Canada/
Links.html  

Citroën web-surfing couldn’t be easier!  Want to find original paint colours?  The 
history of a particular Citroën model?  Wondering how to fix a Citroën or looking to 
take preventative maintenance?  Look to our online profile guide as a comprehensive 
resource list containing the best information you are likely to find outside of original 
(printed) documentation.  You will also find links to Citroën event sites and other clubs 
around the world.  Experience how other Citroën lovers celebrate the marque with 
get-togethers, rallies and virtually anything else Citroënesque.

Feature URL’s:

Surf’n Cits

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bjSNwwvW7Rg&feature=email
&tracker=False

This VIP perfume commercial set in Monaco features Usher and a “babe” in a 
Porsche Speedster being chased by 2 Citroën DS.  The production values are 
pretty slick as is the driving!   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28RcLs3SbPs&amp;feature=pla
yer_embedded#at=18

Further to our article on 
page 18, here’s a video 

of some muddy ducks 
(actually 4x4 2CVs) 

running amuck at 
Villevenard 2008.   

Here is the “Tin Snail”, the definitive 2CV documentary that aired in the 
80s.  Now on YouTube in six parts, the first of which is here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gd8klplbIAw

This is a must see for anyone interested in the 2CV.  It is a bit dry, but quite 
unique in its completeness.
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Here are two Discovery Channel videos.  
One on the 2CV and the other on the 
DS.  A bit of fluff!!  In the 2CV video 
they claim the man shown is Pierre-Jules 
Bélanger.  In fact they are showing An-
dré Citroën.  Oh well...  
Let’s hope this is not ultimately 
archived as an historically accurate 
video!

http://www.yourdiscovery.com/
video/ultimate-cars-citroen-2cv/   

Also a DS video:

http://www.yourdiscovery.com/
video/ultimate-cars-citroen-ds/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETEWBstktU0&feature=play
er_embedded#at=131

Speaking of SM’s, 
here’s one racing in 
the SPA 24 in 1971.   
Check out the 1:05, 
2:11 and 5:29 
timeframes of the 
YouTube clip. 

http://www.2cvpourtoujours.com/              Lionel Hondier lives in 
Vancouver, BC where he 
works in a restoration 
shop specializing in 
British vehicles.  
However, being French, 
he loves Citroëns and 
brings one a year in from 
France and restores it 
from the frame up.  The 
line forms to the right 
for his next one.  Click 
on The French Collection 
link for detail restoration
photos.  Truly a labour of 
love!     

http://n.herrmann.free.fr/
indexpho.htm

http://stephane.patchou.com/SM/home_sm.htm

CAC member Jeff Teerlinck wrote to us about this site that documents the 
importation and restoration of an SM in Montreal.  The author, Stephane 
Patchou has added incredible detail on what he has done on the car.

Talented photographers in 
France and junkyard settings 
can yield some amazing 
results.  The images of 
Nicolas Herrman and Jacques 
Boguel, many of them 
Citroëns, are beautifully 
displayed on this website. 
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CITROËNS DESERVE THE FINEST PARTS & SERVICE

Business  Serv ices  Advert is ing  Di rectory

2CV-Citro-Zengines 
     

Custom high performance, high reliability 
Engines, Transmissions, tools and more

 “If your 2CV is broke and you’re not,
Call 757-258-3533   

E-mail info@2cv-citro-zengines.com
Williamsburg, VA 
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Bus iness  Serv ices  Advert is ing  Di rectory

    PROTECT YOUR CLASSIC CITROËN
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Citroëns for Sale:
[Year / model / description / location  / date ad 

C L A S S I F I E D  A D S

1985 2CV Club.  Red.  A lot of 
new parts, new tires, roof top.
Excellent condition.  
$7,500 CDN  - O.B.O.   
Contact Ivan Dankov,  Toronto, 
ON.  Home tel: 416.626.0191  
Cell: 416.648.8744   
ON   5/09

Deadline for Next Issue Ads:  Sept. 15, 2011
 
Advertising Rates:

•  Non-commercial and Citroën car text ads (up to six lines per column) are 
   FREE for up-to-date paid CITROËNVIE subscribers.  Non-paying subscribers 
   pay $5.00 per issue for car ads (up to six lines per column of advertising),
   and members & non-members pay $5.00 per six line increment upwards.

      - PHOTOS: $10.00 per issue.

      - Non-car ads: $5.00 each per issue for each 6 line per column increment.

•  Business card ads are $35.00 per year, with paid CAC membership, and will 
   run in four consecutive issues. 

•  Full page ads are available for $75.00 per page per issue + applicable art 
   charges.  Save $50.00 by committing to four full page ads, placed in 
   consecutive issues, resulting in an annual rate of $250.00.

•  Payment is due prior to ad placement.    

•  SEND text and/or artwork to the CITROËNVIE Editors.  e-mail is preferred.  
   Please note that we reserve the right to edit any submissions.

1973 Citroën SM Maserati  
5 speed, A/C, electric windows, new tires, electronic ignition, scarabee 
brown exterior with brown leather interior - all original.  95,000 miles - 
mostly highway.  No rust.  In excellent condition and well maintained.  
Car has been garaged.  $25,000 US or fair offer.  Contact: Paul Bourse, 853 
Fieldgate Circle, Pawleys Island, SC  29585  USA   Tel: 843-235-9613
email:  ds23d@hotmail.com      SC    8/10

1989 2CV (‘89 body & engine mounted 
on a fully reconditioned ‘74 chas-
sis) and therefore registered as a 
1974.  Purchased new in 1989.  Origi-
nal owner.   37,000 km.   No rust 
whatsoever.  Solid state ignition (add-
ed).  Electric fuel pump (added).  Oil 
pressure gauge.  Synthetic oil always.  
Stored in garage always.  Everything 
works perfectly.  Car is in mint condi-
tion.  Shop manual and $2,000 of spare 
parts included.  Lots of Original Docu-
ments.  $15,000.00 CDN OBO.  Serious 

Inquiries Only.  Call 613.392.3998 Mon.-Sat between 10-4.  Ask for Jurgen 
or Kris.   After 7PM and on Sundays 613.475.0579.   ON  1/11

1986 Citroën CX Prestige 
2.5 automatic. 
Approximately 140,000 km.  
In fair condition.  Used 
regularly.  No rust.  With 
spare dismantled engine.  
$7,000 CDN negotiable.  
Contact Frank Henn;  Ph 
780.815.3940  email:  
krappie@persona.ca    
BC  12/10
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CX Parts for sale:
 1 brand new water pump.
 1 brand new heater matrix.
 2 brand new coils.
 1 almost new ignition sensor (never leave home without one!)
 1 Blue fuel pump relay (almost new).
 1 complete set of brand new front brake pads.
 1 passenger side rear (complete) tail light assembly (not new
 but in good condition).
 2 front sidelight lenses (used but in excellent condition)

All items for $600.00 plus shipping (which I will pack myself).   If 
interested, I can send photos. 

Contact Brian Yates.  email:  lindsay-yates@shaw.ca       BC    10/10

Parts for Sale:

1988 CX TRI Auto  Clean under carriage no rust, new spheres, new brakes, 
polished 14 inch CX alloys with Michelin tires good condition overall.  It 
drives well, auto very smooth  Needs some minor tlc to make it look even 
more sharper.  $14,000. CDN.  Comes fully certified and emissions test.  Tel: 
905.821.8282 or email: Citroëns@rogers.com       ON   02/11

2CV Truckette    This project 
car’s motor was redone also 
it’s frame (body off) and 
front suspension.  Rear side 
panel to me mounted, floor 
pedal and seat cover are 
new, like original.  Canadian 
papers.  Asking $6,000 CDN.   
Contact Dominique Vincent.
Phone:  514.507.7306   
email: dovince@vea.qc.ca       
QC      6/12   

1978 Citroën GS Pallas, Original 
62,800km.  Second owner. Imported 
from France in 2006.  All service 
records, excellent condition inside 
out, absolutely no rust.  New tires, 
timing belts, spheres, electronic 
ignition.  $14,900. CDN.  For details 
on this exceptional car, please 
contact Nebo at 905.330.0032, 
nebo.d@sympatico.ca      ON   1/11
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Subscribe to CITROËNVIE ! Magazine at 
www.Citroënvie.com

CITROËNVIE Magazine Editors:

 George Dyke   John McCulloch
 416.498.5904   905.844.8788
 gdyke@sympatico.ca   jmcculloch8@cogeco.ca

Statements made or opinions expressed in CITROËNVIE and our 
websites do not necessarily reflect the views of Citroën Autoclub 
Canada.  Neither Citroën Autoclub Canada or any club officers 

accept any liability for photos, illustrations or statements made.
 

Receive a complete e-version of CITROËNVIE absolutely FREE.   
Just send us your email address.

(For efficient web delivery, resolution is reduced from full quality print version).

          - or -

Subscribe to CITROËNVIE in high resolution print quality.   
Annual subscription rate:  $30 US/yr.  
                                          - Save 50% by subscribing online today!

(Included with paid subscription is unrestricted access to Citroën Autoclub  
 Canada website).

         - or -

Get printed versions of CITROËNVIE sent to your door by becoming a
Citroën Autoclub Canada member.  (See details in the right column).

Citroën Autoclub Canada - Officers:

CDN STANDARD -  PRICE: $30.00 CDN

    CAC members receive 4 issues of CITROËNVIE (in full colour) 
    via email + hi resolution pdf access.  Our award winning calendar  
    (also printed in full colour) will be mailed to your door, as well as 
    the Club Roster.  You get unrestricted access to the full CAC 
    website.  And as a CAC member you have access to our Club’s
    Citroën tools as well the Citroën memorabilia and local events
    that we are famous for.

CDN FULL PRINT - PRICE: $50.00 CDN

    CAC members in Canada that wish to receive printed versions of 
    CITROËNVIE (color cover, B&W inside) can get hard copies mailed 
    to your door.  And you get all the Standard CAC CDN member 
    benefits!  Rates are based on and 4 printed 36 page CITROËNVIE
    magazines.  Please note that costs may increase further if the 
    number of pages increase in the publication or if postal rates rise! 

 US and Overseas membership is available.  For full details please see: 
http://www.Citroënvie.com/CAC_Events_and_Blogs/Membership_Renewal.html

Canadian or USA members may pay by cheque. Please mail payment to:
                            Steve Loria - CAC Treasurer
   49 Alabaster Drive
                             Brampton, On 
                             Canada   L6V 4G9

                  We also accept cheque, credit card or Paypal online.

Become a Citroën Autoclub Canada Member
www.Citroënvie.com

  We give you the choice of what type of membership best suits you! 
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China debut of the DS5.  Beijing sees electric cars as a field where it can 
take a global lead.  They see China as a creator of electric automotive tech-
nology.   But how the Chinese achieve that is giving rise to concern by PSA 
Citroën and other foreign manufacturers (like Volkswagen, Mercedes Benz 
and General Motors).   All are concerned Beijing might require them to hand 
over valuable technology and help local partners create their own technol-
ogy and ultimately indigenous Chinese vehicles.  Citroën has to date been 
tied with Dongfeng Motor Co. of China but Dongfeng’s plug-in Shuaike is now 
produced in a joint venture with Nissan Motor Co.  Dongfeng claims Shuaikes 
have been sold to government agencies and future public sales may come 
soon.   

Nissan is being very cautious in sharing their advanced electric technology 
planning to import its all-electric Leaf rather than produce them in China.   
Citroën claimed during the introductory presentation, that they are working 
openly and in conjunction with their Chinese partners, and plan to double 
sales in China.  Even with such ambitions, we suspect they are keeping their 
innovative technology close to their chest for the time being.

Proposed Chinese investment regulations issued earlier this year would allow 
foreigners to own only a minority stake in Chinese manufacturers of electric 
car components.  Beijing already requires that for a foreign manufacturer to 
produce an electric car in China, its local joint venture must own the technol-
ogy for one of the three “core components” — the battery, the motor or the 
power-management system.

Developing powerful but safe batteries has been a key chal-
lenge for Chinese automakers.  According to business magazine 
Caijing, batteries in Chinese cars have exploded more than 10 
times during development.   “This makes drivers not dare to 
drive these cars,” the magazine said.   

Scheduled to be available in in early 2011, the Citroën DS5’s 
greatest innovation may well be that it defines the new direc-
tion that automakers recognize the Chinese market will play 
in the development of electric technology as well as the huge 
potential market there is globally for vehicles like the DS5.   
Perhaps even one day PSA Citroën will re-think their exclusion 
of North America even though we have become a minority mar-
ket compared to China and the Pacific rim. 

... What’s New at Mother Corp.  -  continued from page 25

NEW!  Check out our CITROËNVIE 
                      Online Blog  
  

http://citroenvie.wordpress.com/
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Summer romance en Deux Chevaux
Photo by Jeff Teerlinck


